02 MAR 2004
El ecti on- Mahat hi r
DR MAHATHI R CONFI DENT OF A RESOQUNDI NG VI CTORY FOR BARI SAN NAS| ONAL

KUALA LUMPUR, March 2 (Bernanmma) -- Former Prime Mnister Tun Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d today he is confident that the Barisan
Nasi onal ( BN)
will winwith nore than a two-thirds majority in the forthcom ng
11t h
general el ection.

He said that in the | ast general election in 1999, the
opposition
parties had exploited the i ssue of Datuk Seri Anwar | brahimto gain
vot es.

"But now peopl e al ready accepted that what has been done was
right. It
will be better than 1999," he sai d when asked by reporters on the
BN s
chances i n the upcom ng general election.

He earlier held a nedia conference on the | atest devel opment of
t he
Mal aysi an M crochi p (MVChi p) here.

In Septenber | ast year, Mal aysia acquired the property rights to
desi gn
the MMChip and its production and marketing. A nultiband RFID
(next-generationradiofrequency identification), the MMChip
measures 0. 25
sq mMmm-- about the size of a decimal point -- and can be enbedded in
paper .

It is useful for a variety of purposes such as replacenment of
bar code
tags in retail goods, for differentiation between genui ne and
counterfeit
currency notes, and for use in smart cards.

The governnent has set up the MM Conmittee in the Prime
M nister's
Departnent, an i ndependent authority to approve and nonitor the
usage in
the internationally conpetitive MMChip | ocally and abroad.

Dr Mahathir relinquished his prem ership on Cct 31 | ast year and
was
succeeded by his deputy, Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi .

Dr Mahathir said that the BN al so had a good chance to w est
back
Kel ant an and Ter engganu whi ch are now under PAS rul e.

On his promise to hel p canpaign for the BN, Dr Mahathir said he
was
prepared to canmpaign for the ruling coalition. "I definitely wll
canpai gn,
and | have already prom sed that | will canpaign," he said.



Asked whet her Umo or the BN conponent parties had invited him
to start
hi s canpai gn round, Dr Mahathir said he had yet to recei ve any
invitation.

"Not yet...there are no progranmmes yet, the el ection has not
even been
fixed," he said.

Prior to his retirenent as Prine M nister, Dr Mahathir had
promised to
hel p the BNin the el ecti on canpai gn especially for Umo even t hough
he
woul d not be defending his Kubang Pasu parlianentary seat i n Kedah.

Dr Mahat hir, who is the Kedah el ecti on machi nery advi ser, was
al so
asked who woul d repl ace himin Kubang Pasu.

He said that it was up to the party to decide who woul d be
fielded in
Kubang Pasu.

On claims by sonme parties that he is still in power despite not
hol di ng
any governnent and party posts, Dr Mahathir said: "I don't know
about that.

I f they have i magi ned that is so, they can i magi ne anythi ng t hey
want . "
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