02 FEB 2004
Mahat hi r - PAS
DR MAHATHI R DESCRI BES PAS AS VOTE- CRAZY

LANGKAW , Feb 2 (Bernanm) -- Former prime mnister Tun Dr
Mahat hi r
Mohamad said today that PASis vote-crazy and is prepared to use any
opportunity, including the m sfortunes of others, to fish for votes.

It woul d appear that PAS menbers had nothing better to do than
to sit
down and t hi nk of ways to garner votes, he said.

"PAS sees an opportunity in everything to fish for votes.
Everyday, PAS
nmenbers sit down and think of votes and even cases of peopl e being
mur der ed
and raped are used to garner votes...that's being vote-crazy,"

He was apparently referring to a claimby a khatib that the
recent
rape- cum mur der of the 10-year-ol d daughter of a Johor Umo of fici al
was
di vi ne puni shnent because her father belonged to a party which
opposed PAS
hudud | aw.

"When PAS | ooks at people, it sees a chance to get votes, not to
do
wel fare work. It only knows howto get votes," Tun Dr Mahathir told
reporters after visiting a prawn-breedi ng project in Bukit Ml ut,
here.

He said that PAS had since | ong ago been usi ng what ever
opportunity to
gai n support, like disrupting the studies of students withits
politics.

But Umo was different. It had never taken advantage of the
students
for its political canpaigns because it did not want to disrupt their
studi es, he said.

Asked to comment of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnad
Badawi ' s
per f ormance since taking over the helmon Cct 31 | ast year, he said
Abdul | ah had nade good progress and had shown his credential s as
prinme
mni ster.

"I pray that he continues to succeed,” he said.

On the prawn-breeding project, he said there ware many busi ness
opportunities in the country and all that was needed was t he
initiative to
wor k and expl ore.

Despite the vast opportunities, many people still shied awnay
from
venturing into projects that could bring success, he said.



He cited the exanpl e of the prawn-breedi ng project which was
successfully revived after 13 years, thanks to the enterprising
spirit of
several entrepreneurs.

Dr Mahathir and his wife, Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Moharmed Ali |ater
rel eased
50, 000 prawn spat into the | ake.
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