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Mahat hi r - Zi mhabwe
DR MAHATHI R PREPARED TO BE PROSECUTED | F G FT TO ZI MBABWE AN OFFENCE

PUTRAJAYA, June 11 (Bernamm) -- Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d
t oday t hat
he is prepared to be prosecuted i f the sawn ti nber given sone tine
ago by
Mal aysia as a gift to Presi dent Robert Mugabe of Zi nmbabwe is
consi dered an
of f ence.
The forner prime mnister said that presenting a gift is a
conmmon
practice anong worl d | eaders.

"But if this is considered an offence, |'mprepared to be
prosecut ed
for abuse of power. It will not be a problemto ne...| don't
consi der

nyself i mmune fromthe aws of this country,” he told a news
conference to
clarify the matter

Dr Mahathir said that he did not see for hinself what was sent
to
Mugabe but he had thought the gift was in the formof sawn tinber
and not
actual ly tinber as reported by sonme nmedi a agencies. It was | ater
used as
wood panelling in the construction of Migabe's mansi on.

Dr Mahathir was linked to the issue following a British Sky News
interviewl ast nonth which reported Mugabe as sayi ng that Ml aysi a
and
Chi na has funded his 5 m|lion pound (about RMB4 million) mansion in
a
suburb near Harare.

Asked whet her he was upset over how the i ssue was pl ayed up, he
sai d:
"No. | only want to correct the news. | never said it was not given
But
what were the circunstances in which it was given

"I't was not given personally by ne using government's noney to

Mugabe.
It was not a personal gift. W presented the gift to a
president...if heis

not a president, we will not give. The Mal aysi an gover nnent
presented him
the gift by virtue of his position," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that the prinme mnister was entitled to give
gifts to
forei gn heads of governnment and his counterparts, and he hinsel f had
recei ved nunmerous gifts fromsuch persons.



"Wherever | went, | brought along gifts with ne, just |ike other
| eaders conming here (Malaysia). If there are, for instance the OC
(Organi sation of the Islam c Conference), nmy house will be full of
gifts.

When peopl e present themto us, shouldn't we reciprocate,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that the gifts he received fromother
gover nrent
| eaders were being kept at various locations |ike in Langkawi ,
Putraj aya
and at his own house.

"l have di scharged ny duties with sincerity and | adopted the
nor mal
practices |ike any other heads of government," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that the Mal aysi an gover nment never asked how
t he
gifts presented to the heads of state were to be used.

He said: "W presented all kinds of gifts to presidents and
prinme
m ni sters includi ng one who i s now regarded as a dictator, corrupt
and
things like that. But when we presented them we gave to certain
people in
position. W never ask whether such peopl e are good or bad, whether
five
years later they will be corrupted or not.

"W don't send people to investigate whether five years, 10
years
later, they will become bad peopl e, we cannot foresee what they wil |
be up
to.

“"If they were to resort to negative actions, it is not that as
such,
our decision to present themthe gifts was wong. But then, if it is

consi dered wong, |'mresponsible for commtting abuse of power."
Dr Mahat hir said that previously the Mal aysi an gover nment had
present ed

sonme wood to the United Nations, Unesco and many ot her bodies as it
regarded it as a way of pronoting Ml aysi an wood.
Asked on the value of the gift to Migabe, Dr Mahathir said that
t he
sawn tinmber did not even conme up to RMLOO, 000 and had possi bly been
used
for wall panelling.
On reports pertaining to the construction of Migabe's mansi on
he said
that it was a propaganda by the British due to their hatred of
Mugabe for
acquiring I and bel ongi ng to the white people in Z nbabwe.
Responding to a question, the former prine mnister said he had
expected that there would be efforts by certain parties to tarnish
hi s
i mage.



Meanwhi | e, Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak
said: "I am
sure it is done with the best of intention because we want to build
l'i ngkages with the African countries.”

He said maybe the governnent at that period of time nade the
deci si on
based on "some consi deration”, and an arrangenent has been made to
sent the
sawn ti nber.

"There is nothing illegal" about it, he said after opening the
Fifth
SM One-Stop Sol ution Exhi bition and Conference 2004 i n Kual a
Lunpur.

"The matter shouldn't be nmade a nmjor issue,” he added.

At his news conference, Dr Mahathir, who was al so asked on the
nove by
opposition | eader LimKit Siang to question the declaration that
Mal aysi a
was an | sl am ¢ country and t he appoi ntment of the head of governnent
to be
only fromanong the Miuslins, said that Limshould define his
interpretation
of an Islanmic country.

He said it was because many ot her countries which were "even
| ess
I sl am ¢ than us" had been regarded as |slanic countries including
sone
menber countries of the OC

"As such, | don't see what is wong with the declaration that
Mal aysi a
is an Islamc country," said Dr Mahat hir who decl ared that Ml aysi a
was an
Islam c country in 2001

He further said: "W did not claimthat our country is secul ar
Ve
accept Islamas the official religion but this does not nmean that
everyone
in Mal aysi a nust enbrace |Islam”

However, he said, there were countries which nmade it a condition
t hat
their president or | eader nust be froma certain religion

"This is nothing unusual in other countries. In Ml aysia, even
t hough
there is no such condition, since the majority of the people in
Mal aysi a
are Muslins, then therfore there are top positions held by the
Musl i ms.
That is all," said Dr Mahat hir.
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