19 AUG 2004
Mahat hi r- El ecti on
DR MAHATHI R CONFI DENT OF Bl GGER MAJORI TY FOR BN | N KUALA BERANG

SEREMBAN, Aug 19 (Bernama) -- Forner Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mhathir
Mohamad said today he is confident that the Barisan Nasional (BN) wll
retain the Kuala Berang state seat with a bigger majority in the
by-el ecti on on Aug 28.

Dr Mahathir said that he was convinced that the BN s victory was
assured based on the determned efforts by the BN | eaders in Terengganu to
fulfil the prom ses made in the 11th general el ection.

"(Furthernore) | feel the people in Terengganu are still no | onger keen
to vote for PAS. They (PAS) make all kinds of msleading interpretations
pertaining to religion...nerely to fish for votes, like vote for PAS to go

to heaven,"” he said when asked on the BN s chances of retaining the seat
which fell vacant follow ng the death of incunbent Komaruddi n Abdul Rahnman,
46, of heart failure on July 30.

Dr Mahathir was met by reporters after giving a talk on ' Sekol ah
Bertaraf Dunia' (Wrld dass Schools) at the opening of Sekol ah Menengah
Kebangsaan (SMK) Serenban Dua near here.

Present were Negeri Senbilan Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Mhamad Hasan;
State Education, Youth and Sports Committee Chairman Dat uk Mohamad Rai s
Zai nuddi n; State Secretary Datuk Hanzah Ghazal li; and State Education
Di rector Datuk Rohani Sharif.

The by-election is a straight fight between BN s Mhaned Zawawi Ali as
and PAS' Mihyiddi n Abdul Rashid.

In the last general election, Komaruddi n defeated PAS Dr Manmad Put eh
with a majority of 1,695 votes.

Dr Mahathir also criticised PAS for disputing the 'Islam Hadhari'
(Islamc Gvilisation) approach adopted by the BN, especially Umo.

"Any efforts made, everything will be disputed by PAS. (It appears as
if) nothing is positive, everything is negative," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so rem nded the BN not to be conpl acent and not to be
overconfident but to continue to work hard to ensure the BN s victory.
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