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EAST ASI A NEEDS QUANTUM LEAP | N ECONOM C | NTEGRATI ON- PM

By: Azman U ang

TOKYO, June 3 (Bernama) -- Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah
Ahmad
Badawi today called for a quantumleap in the econom c integration
of East
Asia, saying thisis thetine to do so as the regionis nore
peacef ul now
than it has been in the [ ast few hundred years.

Descri bi ng East Asian econonic i ntegrati on as one of the wonders
of the
noder n age, Abdul | ah said countries in the regi on shoul d now ext end
it
beyond t he econoni c sphere to areas such as politics, finance,
educat i on,
heal th | abour, science, technol ogy and t he envi ronnent.

"I'f we can enhance our political cooperation and i ntegration, we
Wil |
certainly be contributing i mensely to the peace and stability of
our
regi on.

"If we can integrate and cooperate diplomatically, we wll
definitely
be enhanci ng our position and role in the world,” he told the 10th
i nternational conference on Asia's future here.

Abdul I ah, the keynote speaker at the annual conference organi zed
by the
Ni kkei newspaper group, sai d East Asian econonic integration
i nvol ving the
10 countries of the Associ ati on of Sout heast Asian Nations (Asean)
Wi th
Japan, China and Sout h Korea, was al ready a productive and powerful
fact
that had al ready changed not only their i medi ate worl d but al so the
greater world beyond the region.

"The trail has been blazed. The frontiers have al ready been
opened. The
efforts of a few outstanding men and wonen, sone of whomwi || be
addr essi ng
this conference this very day, have had a | arge i npact.

"Because of their contributions, this world will never be the
sane
again," said the prinme mnister of the other speakers at the
conf erence
whi ch i ncl uded fornmer Mal aysian prine mnister Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohamad,
former Philippine President Fidel V. Ranbs and Si ngapore's Seni or
M ni ster



Lee Kuan Yew.

He suggested that the Asean+3 (w th Japan, China and South
Korea) forum
be turned into a regular summt of the East Asi an Econoni ¢ Comunity
to
inject a greater sense of integration of these countries.

"This will secure at the same tine a very pragmatic platformfor
regi onal cooperation inthe spheres of econonics, politics and
di pl onacy.

"This will be the quantumleap to new heights and to new
directions and
rai se the confort | evel of the Asean+3 to greater height of trust
and
confi dence anong them " he said.

The prime minister told the conference that East Asian
integration did
not require the creation of "Asiacrats" resenbling the "Eurocrats"
in
Brussel s, the headquarters of the European Uni on

In his view, what is urgently needed is the creation of an
active,
i magi native and creative East Asian network of think tanks.

Abdul | ah hoped that the East Asian Congress to be held in Kual a
Lunpur
later this nonth as well as the East Asian Forumal so to be hosted
by
Mal aysia by the end of the year woul d conme up with concrete
proposal s t hat
coul d be forwarded to the Asean+3 | eaders when they neet each year

He al so spoke of the annual neeting of the Asean+3 | eaders,
descri bi ng
it as "synbolically, diplomatically and politically inportant".

But he al so spoke of the need to generate creative and
productive ideas
to give neat and concrete substance so that the Asean+3 process
coul d be
taken to greater heights and new directions.

Endi ng his speech, Abdull ah said: "W nust not be a region that
can say
No. This is far too negative. Rather it is better to be a region
that can
say Yes. Yes to peace, Yes to stability, Yes to fairness and Yes to
prosperity, not only in our region but also globally "

Earlier the prinme mnister said he had come to the conference to
keep a
prom se he nade | ast year to N kkei President and Chi ef Executive
O ficer
Ryoki Sugit a.

"I al nost forgot about it," he said.

And he drew | aughter fromthe participants when he "announced "
j ust
bef or e maki ng hi s speech that he had forgotten his readi ng gl asses.



"I left ny glasses, sorry," he said as Mal aysi an Anbassador to
Japan
Dat uk Marzuki Mohd Noor went on stage to hand over the gl asses.
Abdul I ah | ater call ed on Japanese prine Mnister Junichiro
Koi zumi
before | eaving for hone after a one-day trinp.
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