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M C- Sany (Equity)
EFFORTS TO | NCREASE | NDI AN EQUI TY REST ON THE GOVT, SAYS SAMY VELLU

SHAH ALAM Aug 21 (Bernama) -- Efforts to enlarge equity ownership of
the Indian comunity fromthe present 1.5 per cent to 3 per cent by 2010 is
dependent on the total conmtnment and action on the part of government
agenci es assigned to inplement the policy, said MC president Datuk Seri S.
Sany Vel | u.

"I'ndividuals and self-help initiatives have started to energe. But,
wi t hout direct governnent intervention no |asting change can occur,"” he
said in his policy speech at the two-day 58th M C annual general assenbly
whi ch began here today.

The assenbly was opened by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad
Badawi and attended by nost of the 14 Barisan Nasional (BN) conponent party
| eaders. Also present were Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak
and fornmer Prinme Mnister Tun Dr Mahathir Mhanad along with 4,500 M C
del egat es.

The M C president, who is also the Woirks Mnister, said that ensuring
effective delivery of this policy, of raising Indian equity ownership, was
inline with the BN nmanifesto that prom sed to ensure that no group was
negl ected or left behind.

However, he said that the M C appreciated the governnent for the
i ntroduction of small and micro business |loans to the comunity.

"This scheme is user-friendly that even ordinary people managed to
access it. The MCs Mcro Credit Unit has nanaged to secure 2,050 | oans
anounting to RML8 million to date.

"More such schenmes to create wealth in the nmarket place nust be
organi sed by the government. The Indian comunity al so requires business
training opportunities to ensure that they develop into successfu
entrepreneurs,” he said.

Touching on Tanmi| schools nationwi de, he said the fact remnai ned that
out of the 524 Tam | Schools in the country, about 106 schools require new
bui | di ngs as these schools were in bad physical condition for effective
| ear ni ng.

Furthernore, Sany Vellu said, the community was al so concerned over the
categorisation of 376 such schools as partially-aided.

"Sir, we appeal to you that Tam | Schools nmust have adequate
facilities. Allocating needed funds is within the neans of our government
and over the next few years the governnent nust rebuild at |east 15 schools
a year.

"In so doing, the Indian comunity would feel that the governnent is
directly providing equal access to good infrastructure and quality
education,” he said, directing his appeal to the Prime Mnister who is Umo
presi dent and BN chairman

On anot her note, Sany Vellu called on the Indian conmunity to undergo a
mental revolution in choosing courses to enter public higher |earning
institutions.

The conmunity, the M C president said, was trapped into thinking that
the best option for themwas to study nedicine.

"While we have fared well in this profession, Mlaysian Indians nust
pursue ot her courses of strategic inmportance such as accountancy,
architecture, dentistry, veterinary sciences, pharmacol ogy and
bi o-t echnol ogy.

"Breaking | ose froma captive mndset is necessary. The MC w ||
organi ze sem nars and sessions in providing career guidance for young



people in their choice of courses,” he said.

However, he said the di sadvantaged sections of the community need
assi stance through specialized programmes for themto have equal access to
institutions of higher I|earning.

The M C, the largest Indian-based political party in the country, he
sai d, had received over 300 appeals from students who coul d not secure
pl aces in public institutions.

"Greater access to educational |oans will enable themto pursue their
studies in private institutions of higher |earning. Qur nation needs this
manpower for the many job opportunities available,” he said.

On the construction of MC s Asian Institute of Medicine, Science and
Technol ogy (Al MST) in Kedah, he said the canpus had reached 70 per cent
conpl eti on and was expected to be ready by the end of the year
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