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e- Syari ah
ELECTRONI C SYSTEM TO SPEED UP SYARI AH COURT PROCEEDI NGS

PUTRAJAYA, June 22 (Bernamm) -- An el ectronic communi cations
systemto
facilitate Syariah Court proceedi ngs, called the "e-Syariah", is
bei ng

devel oped i n Mal aysi a and woul d be marketed to Islanic nations soon
after
its inmplenmentation in the country.
M nister inthe Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr Abdul | ah Ml
Zin
said the systemis the first to be devel oped anbng Musli mnati ons
and woul d
hel p expedite the cases in the Syariah Justice Department.
The systemwoul d be pronpted anong those i nvol ved in Syari ah
Court
admi nistrationin Islanc countries, including nenber countries of
the
Organi sation of Islamc Conference (OC), by visiting the countries
or
inviting themto viewit here, he told a nedia conference after
W t nessi ng
t he si gni ng cerenony of the Menmorandum of Under st andi ng (MoU)
bet ween t he
Syariah Justice Department and five other governnent departnents
here,
t oday.
The five governnent departnments are the Royal Mal aysia Police,
t he
Nati onal Registration Departnment, the Legal Affairs Division, the
I mmi gration Departnent and t he | sl anmi ¢ Devel opnent Depart nent
(Jakim.
The project, which would take three years to devel op, was
| aunched by
the former Prime Mnister, Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhanad, | ast February.
Earlier in his speech, Dr Abdullah said the systemwoul d be
ready for
i npl enent ati on by next Septenber and woul d |ink 110 Syariah courts
from 102
| ocations across the nation.
He said the network |ink between the Syariah Departnent and the
five
gover nnent departnments woul d enabl e cases in the Syariah Court to be
settled in a faster and nore efficient way.
For exanpl e, when the e-Syariah is linked to the police, any
war r ant of
arrest or sunmons issued by the Syariah court could be promptly
recei ved



and dealt with by the police through the e-mail systemi ncor porat ed,
he

sai d.

The sanme goes with a Syariah Court order prohibiting a person
agai nst
bringing their child out of the country in a pendi ng hadanah
(cust ody)

case, he said. The court order would instantly be despatched to the
| mri gration Departnent via e-nail.

Meanwhi | e, Syariah Justice Departnment Director-General Datuk
Shei kh
Ghazal i Abdul Rahman in his speech said the e-Syariah scope
enconpasses Si x
nodul es -- the Syariah Court case managenent, the |ibrary managenment
system the Syarie | awer registration and the e-Syariah portal

It al so includes the systemlinking sel ected governnent agenci es
and
t he aut omat ed of fi ce and e- Syari ah net wor ks syst embet ween t he
Syari ah
Justice Departnent and all district and headquarters-1evel Syariah
Courts.

Shei kh Ghazali said the departnment woul d al so be expandi ng t he
systen s
network by linking to the Enpl oyee Provi dence Fund (EPF), the
Pri sons
Departnent, the Public Service Departnent's (JPA) pension division
and t he
District and Land O fices.

"Al'l the departnents nentioned are interrelated with the Syari ah
Courts
dai ly proceedi ngs, for exanple, in nmanagi ng the faraid (asset
di stribution)
cases, the Land O fice and EPF cones in," he said.

The sane applies with the Prisons Departnent in which warrants
of
arrest and renmand orders are i ssued by the court to be dealt wth.
The
JPA' s pension division, neanwhil e, woul d process pension cuts
ordered by
the Syariah Court.

Besi des that, he said, the departnment would al so i ntroduce a
speech
synt hesi zer systemwhi ch autonmatically converts voice into text, so
details
of court proceedi ngs could be recorded wi thout witing or typingit
down.

"We coul d al so conduct trials via video conferences if the
def endent s
are unable to attend or if witnesses |live a distance away fromthe
court.
This is the globalisation and i nformati on technol ogy era and we are
adapting to the tinmes,"” he said.
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