02 MAR 2004

Abdul | ah- Vi si on

ENHANCE RESI LI ENCE AND COVPETI TI VENESS TO REALI SE VI SI ON 2020,
PECPLE

URGED

PETALI NG JAYA, March 2 (Bernanmma) -- Prime M nister Datuk Ser
Abdul I ah
Ahmad Badawi toni ght urged the people to enhance their resilience
and
conpetitiveness in helping the country to realise Vision 2020.
"Don't reject chall enges because we have no confidence in
ourselves to
stand tall |ike other peopl e who have undergone the process of
devel opnent
| ong before us," he said at the Mal aysi a Book of Records reception
here.
He said that as a people of a free and soverei gn nation, they
shoul d
di scard such | ack of self confidence, a najor obstacle to progress
and
devel opnent .
"Don't be shy to take a step foward and don't despi se those
striving
for success," he said.
During the function, Abdullah al so | aunched the gol den edition
of the
Mal aysi a Book of Records, published as a token of appreciation to
the
country's fourth prime mnister, Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad.
Abdul I ah said in an increasingly conmpetitive world, the people
shoul d
be committed and possessed the will of steel to successfully nmanage
t he
country.
On the Mal aysi a Book of Records, he hoped nore Ml aysi ans woul d
make it
into the book in future to showthe world that they were not "jaguh
kanpung".
However, he said that in the quest they should not choose a feat
not
worth their while such as a world eating record while running.
"Isn't it better if such effort and energy is channelled into a
mor e
neani ngful feat such as the fastest runner in the world,"” he said.
He said it was human nature to want to be the best at somnething
and to
receive recognition for it but this should not lead to
indiscrimnately
choosi ng the categories in which one ai med to excel
He sai d Mal aysi ans shoul d be judicious in choosing their



chal | enges as
thei r endeavours shoul d seek to raise the bar of achi evenent and
push the
envel ope of excell ence.

"Qur efforts should truly test the limt of our strength,
endur ance,
creativity and i ngenuity. W shoul d be notivated to cover new
grounds, to
expl ore new vi stas and to scal e new peaks," he sai d.

He said a cursory glance at the list of world records would
reveal a
mul ti tude of areas that Mal aysia had yet to conquer

"W rarely become a chanpi on outside the confort zone of hone
and this
isalinmtation that we should strive to change," he said.

Abdul | ah sai d the phrase "Ml aysi a Bol eh" had worked wonders in
shapi ng
the people's nentality and instilling the belief that it was
possi bl e for
Mal aysi ans to acconplish great things and it woul d therefore be a
shane if
they turned the slogan into an enpty one, tarnished by frivol ous and
meani ngl ess pursuits.

Meanwhi | e, he al so expressed appreciation to Dr Mahathir as a
st at esman
who had contribued al nost his entirely life to the country.

"He has sacrificed his tinme and energy to reshape the nentality
of the
Mal aysi ans into a race of people who fear no chal l enges and ever
striving
for excellence," he said.

Abdul | ah sai d Mal aysi a had | eap-frogged froma obscure country
to a
respected world nenber due to efforts of Dr Mahathir
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