20 JUL 2004
Radzi - Money Politics
EVEN THE SMALLEST A FT CAN BE TERVMED MONEY PQOLI TI CS, SAYS RADZI

By: Anne Sal farizan M span
KUALA LUMPUR, July 20 (Bernama) -- The offer of gifts, no matter
how

smal |, to del egates by candi dates vying for top posts in the Umo
genera

assenbly in Septenber can be m sconstrued as practi si ng noney
politics,

party secretary-general Datuk Radzi Shei kh Ahnad sai d t oday.
As such, he urged the candi dates to steer clear of any practice
t hat

coul d cause themto fall into the trap of nobney politics.
He said that although sone candi dates m ght consi der giving
gifts as a

show of appreciation to their supporters, it could invite
m sunder st andi ng
anmong ot her Umo nenbers

"Don't make this culture (noney politics) a practice to garner
suppor t
fromthe del egates,” he told Bernana here

He said the practice of giving gifts, especially during the
el ection
season, nust be avoi ded.

"When will this noney politics stop. | ask that the practice of
money
politics be reduced. Although we appreciate those who have supported
us
don't let's keep on giving gifts," he said.

Radzi said that although the gift nmight be small in value, |ike
a piece
of batik, it was feared that it woul d becone a trend anong t he
candi dat es.

"Umo nmenbers don't need all this (nmoney politics). Wy should
money
politics becone a culture in Umo because every tinme after a
cont est,
rewards nmust be given. It's not nice," he said.

Asked how serious the probl emof noney politics was in the Umo
el ections this time around, Radzi said sone Umo candi dates were
stil
practising it to gain votes.

"For the elections this time, we have received conplaints (on
money
politics). There's alist," he said, adding that nost of the cases
i nvol ved
the giving of cash.

He said that other practices that could be defined as noney
politics



i ncl uded paying for tours and feasts in exclusive places, giving
expensi ve
gi fts and paying for perform ng the unrah.

He said candi dates found to have i ndul ged i n nmoney politics
coul d have
their candi daci es wi t hdrawn or be stripped of the posts that they
had won.

"Al'l cases of noney politics reported will be scrutinised or
tried by
the party's disciplinary board," he said.

Radzi advi sed Umo nenbers to return to Umo's old cul ture of

wor ki ng
sincerely and naki ng sacrifices for their candi dates w t hout any
hope of
reward.

"I'n the past there was no thought of giving all this. A thank
you was

enough for sacrificing and working for a friend. In a contest,
W nni ng or
| osing was not a problemlike now, terrible," he said.

He said efforts to eradi cate noney politics had started during
the tine
of fornmer party president Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhanad and t he probl em
shoul d
not occur any nore and Umo nenbers now shoul d be wi se i n maki ng
deci si ons.
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