07 FEB 2004
Abdul | ah- Revi ew
EVENTFUL 100 DAYS I N OFFI CE FOR ABDULLAH

By: Miin Abdul Mjid

PUTRAJAYA, Feb 7 (Bernama) -- Events have been unfol di ng thick
and f ast
since Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi assuned the country's
| eader shi p 100
days ago and, taking themall in his stride, the Prinme M nister has
shown
that he is ready for nore.

Si nce taking over fromTun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad on Cct 31 | ast
year,
whi ch sawthe former prinme nmnister | eaving office after 22 years at
t he
hel m Abdul | ah has been scurrying to all the four corners of the
nation to
neet the people and has thrown in a famliarisation tour of Asean
capitals
for good neasure.

And the reception for Malaysia's new | eader either in the
country or
overseas has been overwhel nm ng

In arecent intervieww th newspaper editors as the 100-day nark
near ed, Abdullah said it had been a good three nmonths and he was
encour aged
by the support from Mal aysi ans.

And in what nust be nusic to the ears of the people, the 64-
year-ol d
has descri bed hinsel f as t he nunber one servant of the nation, ready
to be
at their service.

In his first comments as prine nmnister on his return to his
hone state
of Penang on Nov 1 | ast year, Abdullah expressed gratitude to the
Al mi ghty
for inheriting an effective government and a country whi ch stood out
as one
of the nore devel oped of devel opi ng nations, thanks to the
| eadership of Dr
Mahat hi r.

Abdul | ah chaired his first Cabinet meeting on Nov 5 and nmade hi s
mai den
speech as Prime Mnister in the Dewan Rakyat two days earlier.

After the Cabinet neeting, he told a news conference about his
pl edge
to fight corruption and reduce governnment bureaucracy in an effort
to
i nprove the public delivery system

He directed mnisters to set up a task force at their respective



mnistries to i nprove procedures with the hope that a top-rate
service
coul d be delivered to the people, especially frontline departnents
and
agenci es dealing with the public on a regul ar basi s.

Thi s thenme has been repeated by Abdul | ah on nany occasi ons and
to show
t hat he neant busi ness, he once popped up at the Inmgration
Departnment to
check on the quality of service there, to the surprise and delight
of many.

The Prinme M nister went on to announce a sl ew of policy
initiatives
whi ch have been equally wel | -received by the public.

He advocat ed, anong others, prudent fiscal policies and
managenent of
publ i c spending; areformof the police force; enhancing
transparency and
instilling good corporate governance; and turning agricultureintoa
maj or
conmponent of the country's econony.

However, Abdullah said, policy changes woul d be made in the
country
only when the need arose and it woul d not be for personal glory.

One of his major noves is to establish the Special Comm ssion to
Enhance t he Operati ons and Managenent of the Royal Ml aysia Police
headed
by former Chief Justice Tun Dzai ddi n Abdul | ah and tasked to | ook
into ways
to transformthe police into a credible force.

M ndful of the need to hel p the needy, the government has
al | ocat ed
RM20OO million to provide tuition vouchers for poor primary schoo
pupils in
Years Four, Five and Six beginning this year.

The schenme woul d enabl e pupils frompoor famlies to receive
tuition
fromgovernment school teachers in four subjects -- English, Bahasa
Mel ayu,
Sci ence and Mat henati cs.

Abdul | ah has put his prudent public spending stance to the test
Wi th
t he post ponenment of the RML4.5 billion doubl e-tracking rail way
proj ect,
saying that there are ot her pressing soci o-economn ¢ devel opnent
projects
under the Ei ghth Ml aysia Pl an

In addition, he has directed state governnents to ensure that
t he
devel opnment costs of projects in their states do not exceed the
al | ocati ons
under the Pl an.



The Prine Mnister also has to grapple with social issues
pervadi ng t he
society like the increase in the nunber of rape cases as well as
horrific
crashes on the nation's roads.

He had a taste of handling negative foreign reports about
Mal aysi a when
he di sm ssed a United States governnent write-up accusi ng Mal aysi a
of
favouring certain religions.

But what set the nation abuzz was Abdul | ah' s nai den Cabi net
reshuffle
on Jan 7 whi ch saw hi mappoi nti ng Defence M ni ster Datuk Seri Najib
Tun
Razak as Deputy Prine Mnister

H s choi ce was greeted w th overwhel m ng support as Najib
pl edged
undi vi ded loyalty to the Nunber 1 man in the country.

In comments nmade i n connection with Abdul l ah's 100 days in
power, the
Pahang- born politician praisedthe Prime Mnister's excellent
adm ni stration, saying that his dynam smas a | eader was refl ected
by the
pol i ci es and deci sions he had nade so far.

Abdul I ah al so nade Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin the Agriculture
M ni ster,

Tan Sri Nor Mbhaned Yakcop t he Second Fi nance M ni ster, Datuk Dr
Jamal udi n

Jarjis the Domestic Trade and Consumer Affairs M nister and Datuk Dr
Ef fendi Norwawi the Special Functions Mnister.

The next big question that is keeping the nation guessing is
when
Abdul lah wi || call for the next general el ection which many believe
is just
around t he corner.

He also |l eft an inpact on his trips abroad, starting with his
attendance at the Asean-Japan Conmenorative Sunmit in Decenber and
subsequent stops at Asean capitals last nonth. He is yet to nake a
visit to
Myanmar .

Abdul lah's trip to Singapore probably yielded the biggest
surprise when
Mal aysia and the island republic agreed to try and resol ve
out st andi ng
bil ateral issues through dial ogue rather than third party
arbitration.

Rel ati ons between the two Asean nei ghbours have previously
soured over
i ssues such as the price of Mal aysian raw water sold to Singapore
and t he
construction of a bridge to replace the causeway currently |inking
the two



countries.
Al though full of elan, Abdullah's 100 days in office was tinged
Wi th
sadness when hi s not her, Datuk Kail an Hassan, died | ast Monday.
When he first went back to Penang after becom ng Prine Mnister,
the
newspapers carried a touching picture of Abdul |l ah ki ssing the hand
of his
proud not her.
It has been reported that Kailan used to tell her eldest son to
perform

his duties well and to refrain fromsel f-aggrandi senent -- an advi ce
t hat
all Mal aysi ans can take to heart.
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