22 JUL 2004
Razal ei gh- Abdul | ah
EVERYONE SHOULD COOPERATE W TH AND SUPPORT ABDULLAH, SAYS RAZALEI GH

KUALA LUWPUR, July 22 (Bernama) -- Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah sai d
everyone shoul d cooperate with and support Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi who had won t he Unmo presi dency wit hout
contest so
that he can carry out the "trust by providing a nore effective
| eadership.”

Congratul ati ng Abdul | ah, Tengku Razal ei gh said with the w n,
one
can di spute the position" of the Prime Mnister as party president.

Abdul I ah had received al nost 100 per cent of the nom nations for
t he
party presi dency fromUmo divisions which had hel d their del egates
neetings, with Tengku Razal ei gh, the only chal | enger for the post,
recei ving one nom nation fromhi s own division, Gua Misang.

Tengku Razal ei gh, 67, who declared that he was "out of the
runni ng" for
the top post, hoped that Abdul | ah woul d continue with the country's
devel opnment progranmes and enhance econoni ¢ growt h by encour agi ng
mor e
foreign investors to invest in the country.

The government mnust i npl enent progranmes whi ch coul d neet the
chal | enges of gl obalisation, as the policies and programes such as
the New
Econoni ¢ Policy could not continue in the era of globalisation, he
sai d at
a nedi a conference at his residence at Langgak Gol f, here today.

In addition, the governnent nust also intensify efforts at
reduci ng the
i ncome gap between the Mal ays and non- Mal ays whi ch was now "very
wi de and
worrying", so was the i ncone gap between the | ower- and hi gher-cl ass
Mal ays.

He said: "Specific action and programes mnmust be carried out to
reduce
or elimnate the gap before soci o-econom ¢ problens crop up in
future."

On the support he received for the Umo presidency in the com ng
party
el ections conpared to the 1987 pol|l where Tengku Razal ei gh recei ved
49 per
cent support agai nst Tun Dr Mahathir, the former Finance Mnister
sai d:
"The environment has changed and the i ssues are different," and at
t hat
time there were so nmany i ssues.

He al so reiterated that he had offered to contest the post of

no



party

president not to "fight with anyone, | was nmerely registering a
poi nt t hat

Umo nenbers and t he rakyat nust be given the right to choose their
| eader.”

Tengku Razal ei gh sai d: "Now we have deci ded on our | eader by
giving him
a lot of nom nations. W are satisfied he (Abdull ah) has been
elected to
| ead us."

Asked whet her he was di sappoi nted that he recei ved only one
nom nati on,
he said that as a gentleman, "I must accept the result and we have
to
accept reality and shoul d not be sour grapes"”.

"Maybe today (I an) not successful, maybe tonorrow (I will be)
successful," he said, refuting allegations that he was supporting
Abdul | ah
after having failed to get the nonminations required to qualify for
t he
cont est ..

Tengku Razal ei gh said he had to wait until alnost all the Umo
di vi sions had held their meetings in order not to di sappoint his
supporters.

Asked on his nmove in offering hinself for the Umo presidency,
he said
everyone who took part in politics must have a high anbition in
achieving a
cause, "otherwise it's pointless if we only struggle for others.”

"You have to be the player and nust be the scorer, just like a
f oot bal
gane rather than just being a nere spectator," he said.

He said that he would not offer hinself for party elections in
future
unl ess "forced by circunstances", addi ng however that he woul d
continue to
be active in politics.

Commenti ng on the suggestions by several of his contenporaries,
i ncludi ng former Umo deputy president Tan Sri Miusa Hitam that he
shoul d

retire frompolitics, he said: "I will not retireuntil | die,"
because he
was still active and heal thy.

Asked whet her his nove to stand in the party el ections had
tarni shed
his i mage as a statesman, he said: "Perhaps...and history will
tell."

Asked whet her the Gua Musang Umo divi si on whi ch he | eads woul d
table a
resolution to abolish the rule on the nomi nation quota at the com ng
general assenbly, he said: "W have no plans as such."

However, he added: "Nothing cannot be changed except the Quran



Al the

rul es can be anended or changed as tine dictates."
- - BERNANA
HK NM AO
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