11 APR 2004
MCA- Post s
FU AH KI OWAND CHUA SO LEK, NEW VI CE- PRESI DENTS?

KUALA LUMPUR, April 11 (Bernanma) -- The MCA Central Conmittee
(CO)
neeti ng on Tuesday, the first after the 11th General El ection | ast
Mar ch
21, are likely to appoint two new vice-presidents, a party source
sai d
t oday.

The party's deci si on-naking body i s enpowered to nake the
appoi ntnents
tofill the two vacancies follow ng the appoi ntments of Datuk Seri
Ong Ka
Ti ng and Dat uk Chan Kong Choy as president and deputy president
respectively on May 23 | ast year.

"The CCis expected to discuss the matter and the forerunners
for the
two post are Datuk Dr Chua Soi Lek and Datuk Fu Ah Kiow, " the source
told
Ber nama.

Dr Chua, who is Johor MCA Chief, is the newy appointed Health
M nister, while Fuis the Hi gher Education Deputy M nister.

The source said the changes were inline with the initiative of
t he
party | eadership to strengthen the party after the recent genera
el ection,
whi ch saw sone MCA | eaders not appointed to their respective cabi net
or
state executive council posts.

"The appoi ntment of the two cones at the right tinme as they are
l'ikely
to unite the party which has a history of splittingintotwo riva
canps.

"Now, there is no nore Team A or TeamB as the top two party
| eaders
have strongly united the party with strong backing fromtheir
supporters,”
the source said.

In the 1999 party el ections, Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting, Datuk Chua
Jui
Meng, Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn and Datuk Seri Chan Kong Choy were
el ected as
the four vice-presidents.

However, follow ng the inplenentation of the peace pl an brokered
by
former prime mnister, Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, and with the
st eppi ng down
of Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik and Datuk Seri LimAh Lek as



presi dent and
deputy president of the party respectively, two of the vice-
presi dents were
eventual | y appoi nted by the CC as their successors to | ead the party
of
some 1.3 million nenbers.

The el evati on of Ong and Chan have left the two vice-president's
posts
vacant until now.

The source said: "The appoi ntnent comes as part of the changes
to the
party line-up. Tuesday's meeting of the CC woul d al so see the
appoi nt nent
of a newtreasurer-general as well as the possibility of an
assi st ant
organi si ng secretary," he said.

The current MCA Secretary-General Tan Sri Dr Ting Chew Peh is
likely to
conti nue serving the post while Terengganu MCA Chi ef Senator Dat uk
Lau Yin
Pinis likely to be appointed as the newtreasurer-general.

"The assi stant organi sing secretary's post, if approved, is
likely to
go to Datuk Hon Choon Ki m(Deputy Education M nister) or Datuk
Donal d Lim
Si ang Chai (Deputy Information Mnister)," he said.

However, the source said the appoi ntment would only take effect
if the
majority of the CC nenbers agreed to the changes nade to the party's
['i ne-up.
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