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GLOBAL 2004 LI D OPENS I N BUSI NESS- LI KE MANNER

by M khail Raj Abdull ah
LANGKAW , July 29 (Bername) -- The d obal 2004 Langkawi
I nt ernati onal
Di al ogue got underway Thursday in a friendly and busi ness-1i ke
manner wth
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi al so taking on the role as the
country's
"Nunber One Sal esman” by i npressing upon the foreign partici pants on
t he
many attributes of | ocal goods and services exhibited at an
i ndustri al
showcase here.
The showcase was a new feature of the LID aimed at fostering
better
smart partnershi ps anong the corporate sectors of the participating
countri es.
Earlier, the Prine Mnister, together with the | eaders, went on
a
wal kabout after the Arts and Culture Gallery was | aunched anid t he
enthral ling sounds of traditional Lesotho nusic froman accordi on
pl ayer.
At the wel comi ng di nner on Thursday ni ght, Abdullah made a
strong stand
by calling on rich nations and Wstern governments to denonstrate
greater
responsibility in helping touplift the living conditions of
i mpoveri shed
comuni ties, including Mislimsocieties.
In a serious and hard-hitting speech, he said poverty and
deprivation
as well as other injustices could lead to terrorist activities, and
this
was why it was crucial to create a safer and nore equitable world.
Abdul | ah warned that "the world cannot afford a gl obal econonic
di vi de
along religious-cultural fault lines and suggested that weal t hier
countries
shoul d hel p wi t hout any conditions while recipient countries should
ensure
proper governance and transparency.
Abdul  ah's commitment to the Smart Partnershi p movenent was
accor ded
rightful recognition when King Mswati |11 of Swazil and nade a
surprise
announcerent that the Mal aysi an | eader had agreed to becone a
Commonweal t h
Partnership for Technol ogy Managenent (CPTM Fellow. The role of a



CPTM

fellow, amobng others, is to provide strategic directions to the body
and

its smart partnership phil osophy.

Abdul 'ah wi Il I ead the di al ogue session Friday on poverty,
devel opment
and security, together with co-noderator Dr Sam Nuj orma, the Nami bi an
presi dent.

The first day of the LID was al so an opportune tine for the
participants to express gratitude to Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanad for
bei ng the
prime nover of the LIDin 1995 and whi ch sbsequently spawned sim | ar
di al ogues i n Sout hern and East Africa.

Dr Mahathir said when LID was first held in 1995, he thought
that it
woul d be a one-off affair.

But, fortunately, the participants found the smart partnership
di al ogue
to be useful as it enabl ed themto understand each ot her better and
this
| ed the dial ogue to be held once a year or once every two years
since then,
he recal | ed.

Dr Mahat hir said he was al so pl eased that his successor, Datuk
Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmmad Badawi , was conmitted towards the LI D and t hanked hi m
for
it.

Abdul I ah said that with the LI D having been in existence for
about 10
years, he expected di al ogue participants to of fer suggestions on
what
needed to be done for the next 10 years to hel p devel opi ng
countri es.

Former President Sir Ketum | e Masire of Botswana praised
Mal aysi a' s
| eadershi p i n hel pi ng devel opi ng countri es.

"W need fear no evil for you will always be with us. W have
been very
favourably i npressed by t he way Ml aysi a has been provi di ng
| eadership (to
ot her devel opi ng countries)," he said.

Stressing on this point, he said: "I think we need Mal aysi a nore
t han
Mal aysi a needs us. You have put in nore than perhaps all of us put
t oget her

(interms of advancing the interests of the South)."

Mal aysia's former first lady, Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, was
al so
honour ed when she recei ved t he Conpani on Award fromthe Comopnweal t h
Partnership for Technol ogy Managenent (CPTM.

Inacitation read out by Sir Ketunmile, Siti Hasmah was



descri bed as
havi ng set an exanpl e i n personal and professional achi evenent for
Wworren in
Mal aysi a.

The LID woul d enter its second day Friday with 700 participants
from 33
countries brainstormning on issues rangi ng fromengagenent, trust and
security, poverty devel opment and human rel ati ons.

O her topics include bridging the gap bet ween busi ness
priorities and
poverty chal | enges, the threat of new and exi sting di seases, snal
econom es, co-operatives and hubs and i nnovati on and sci ence advi ce
as well
as | eadershi p and trai ning.

Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Mhd Najib Tun Razak is also to
present a hands-on experience on the successful re-engineering of
t he
Federal Land Devel opment Authority (Fel da) and how | and devel opnent
schenes
had hel ped to overcone poverty.

The three-day LID ends Saturday when a Langkawi statenent is
expect ed
to be i ssued on ways to nove forward the Smart Part nershi p novenent
prem sed on the "prosper-thy-nei ghbour" policy.
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