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GOH BEG NS THREE-DAY VISIT TO | NDI A

SI NGAPCRE, July 9 (Bernama) -- Singapore Prinme Mnister Goh Chok
Tong
is nowon a state visit tolndia, the first by a forei gn head of
gover nnment
since the el ection of Prime M nister Dr Mannohan Si ngh in My.
The three-day trip wll be followed by his first visit to Iran,
starting on Sunday, at the invitation of President Mohamuad Khat am .
InIndia, Goh wll hold discussions with President A P. J. Abdul
Kal am
Dr Mannmohan Singh, Vice President Bhairon Singh Shekhawat, External
Affairs
M ni ster Natwar Singh and Commerce and I ndustry M ni ster Kanal Nath.
Al so schedul ed are tal ks with ruling Congress Party president
Soni a
Gandhi, Opposition | eader L. K Advani and former Prinme M nister Atal
Bi hari
Vaj payee.
Goh will also be conferred the 2003 Jawaharl al Nehru Award for
I nt ernati onal Understandi ng by Presi dent Abdul Kal amat a cerenony

t oday, a
statement fromthe Prinme Mnister's Ofice said.

Reci pients of the award -- instituted in menory of India's first
premer -- include South Africa's forner president Nel son Mandel a
and
Mal aysia' s forner prenier Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad.

Goh, who last visited Indiain April |ast year, is acconpanied
by
Foreign M nister S. Jayakumar, Trade and I ndustry M nister George
Yeo Yong

Boon and senior officials.
After his three-day visit, Goh then heads to Iran, making the
first
visit by a Singapore Prinme M nister since 1975, when then-PM Lee
Kuan Yew
was there.
Inlran, Goh will call on Iranian Suprenme Leader Ayatoll ah
Seyyed Ali
Khanenei and hol d neetings with President Mohammad Khatam, Majlis
(Parliament) Speaker Chol amal i Haddad- Adel, and former President
Akbar
Hasenm Rafsanjani, who now chairs the country's Expedi ency Counci |
whi ch
handl es di sput es between el ected of ficials and appoi nted cl ergy.
Jayakurmar, Commerce Devel opnent and Sports M nister Dr Yaacob
| brahi m
and M nister of State for Trade and Industry Raynond Limw || be



part of
the delegation to Iran.

The Prinme Mnister's Ofice said that during his absence, Deputy
Prime
M ni ster Lee Hsien Loong will be Acting Prime Mnister fromJuly 8
to July
9 and fromJuly 14 to July 15. Second Deputy Prime M nister and
Coordi nating Mnister for Security and Def ence Dr Tony Tan Keng Yam
will be
the Acting Prime Mnister fromJuly 10 to July 13.
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