10 APR 2004
Mahat hi r- Conput er s
GREATER COMPUTER LI TERACY TO BE ON PAR W TH DEVELCOPED NATI ONS

MUKAH, April 10 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia can be on par with the
devel oped
nations by 2020 if present efforts to devel op conputer literacy
anong t he
peopl e are not only sustained but intensified, fornmer prine mnister
Tun Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad sai d t oday.

"W will be able to access the best know edge fromthe best
| ocal and
foreign experts and even froml ong di stance through such
sophi sti cat ed
net hod. " he sai d when | aunchi ng SRK Dat uk Awang Udi n' s Canbridge | CT
Starter programme here.

The programme, an introduction to the world of information
conmuni cati on technol ogy (I CT), provides a framwrk for conputer
skill and
know edge to be acquired and devel oped in an environnent tailored to
particul ar age groups and surroundi ngs.

It is brought to the school by Danawa Resources Sdn and the
Mukah
foundation and the state governnent.

Dr Mahat hir sai d conputers woul d make for very conprehensive and
rea
assistance in the country's educati on process.

Even those living in isolated areas w thout the presence
teachers coul d
access and naster know edge through their conputers, he said.

Conputers could help narrow the gap in standard between the
rural and
urban students and as such, it was very inportant that the
gover nmant t ook
| CT devel opnent very seriously.

He congratul ated the state government for it efforts in
i ntroduci ng
fibre optics to bring and spread better education in the rural
areas.

This woul d not only benefit the school children but would al so
hel p
teachers to upgrade their skills, especially in the teaching of
Engl i sh
where i medi ate reference coul d be on the correct pronounci ati on of
certain
wor ds, he sai d.

In his speech, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Haji Abdul Taib Mahnud
said the
state governnent was banking on better ICT facilities to transform



its
wor kers into a know edgeabl e and ski | | ed wor kf or ce.

"We have to tranformour workers to facilitate our efforts in
eradi cati ng poverty anong certain sectors of our popuilation |ike
here and
in Tanjung Serik where we still find the hardcore poor.

"But this is no easy task as there are nore than 5. 000 wi dely
scattered
| onghouses and vill ages and about 60 per cent of themhave only 100
fam |ies each," he said.

He said it was the government's aimto introduce simlar ICT
education
programres to nore rural schools in the state.

"We are looking into using fibre optics to establish links with
such
school s but the absence of good infrastructure is a major problem?"
he
sai d.

He said that whil e a broadband w rel ess network was suitabl e for
flat
areas, a satelite link, though very costly, was suitable for
hi ghl and
ar eas.

Meanwhi |l e, state Education Director Dr Adi Badi ozaman sai d t he
depart nent had received an all ocation of RM356 nmillion for the
devel opnent
of rural education.

Thi s included funds for building 1.610 teachers' quarters and
bringi ng
wat er and el ectricity supply to the rural schools, hetold reporters
before
the launch of the I CT programe.

He al so said that RML42.2 million had been received to buy
equi prrent
for the teaching of Science and Mat hemati cs.

Atotal of 164 conputer |aboratories out of the targeted 200 had
been
conpl eted at a cost of RM35.5 million and were waiting to be handed
over
whil e 110 primary school s had been equi pped with ICT facilities
t hrough the
satel | ite-based Universal Service Provision System he added.
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