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| SUPPORT NAJI B' S APPOl NTMENT AS DEPUTY PRI ME M NI STER - MUHYI DDI N

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 7 (Bernama) -- Domestic Trade and Consuner
Affairs
M nister Tan Sri Mihyi ddin Yassin said he fully supports the
appoi nt ment of
Def ence M ni ster Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak as Deputy Prinme
M ni ster.

Muhyi ddi n, who is al so an Umo Vi ce-President, said he believed
Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi 's choice in picking Najib
for the
No 2 post in government could assist himin running the country's
admi ni stration nore effectively and efficiently.

"l hope everyone will give their full support to Najib's
appoi nt nent .

Fol | owi ng t he appoi ntment, | hope the Prine Mnister will be able to
pr opel

the country to greater heights,"” he told a nmedi a conference after
chairing

his mnistry's post-cabi net neeting.

The meeting is the last for Mihyiddin follow ng his transfer to
t he
Agriculture Mnistry, replacing Datuk Seri Dr Mohd Ef f endi Norwaw |,
who has
been nanmed Speci al Functions Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's
Depart nent .

Muhyi ddin will be succeeded by Second Fi nance M ni ster Datuk Dr
Janal udin Jarjis.

Apart fromNajib's appoi ntrent, Abdul | ah al so announced a m nor
cabi net
reshuffle involving transfers of three mnisters.

The Deputy Prine Mnister's post fell vacant two nonths ago
after
Abdul | ah t ook over as Prine Mnister fromTun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad on
Cct 31
| ast year.

Asked how he felt about Najib's appoi ntment, Mihyi ddin said he
accepted
the decision by the Prime Mnister.

"As a Muslim | believe in fate. It is also the prerogative of
t he
Prinme Mnister to appoint anyone (as his deputy).

"Moreover, in politics, we nust have strong nmental resilience so
as not
to hope for too nuch because when we don't get, we will fee
frustrated.

"I amnot frustrated, | can still smle, | can still laugh. | am



rational," he said.

Besi des Naji b, Mihyi ddin was al so speculated to be in the
runni ng for
Deputy Prine M nister.

Muhyi ddin al so call ed on Umo nmenbers to support Abdul | ah and
Najib to
enable themto run the nation effectively, especially with the
gener al
el ection just around the corner.

On his appointnment as Agriculture Mnister, Mihyiddin said he
appreci ated the opportunity given to himby Abdullah to hel ma
mnistry
considered to be i nportant in conplenenting efforts to further
devel op the
country.

"I consider the appointnent as a trust which | will carry out
seriously. He (Abdul | ah) asked ne to focus on nodernising the
agricul tural
sector, strengthen agro-based i ndustries, encourage growth of agro-
based
smal | - and medi um based i ndustri es.

"l assured himthat | will deliver the job to the best of ny
ability to
fulfil Abdullah's expectation," he added.

Muhyi ddi n hel d t he Donesti c Trade and Consuner Affairs portfolio
for
nore than four years. He was appointed to the post on Dec 15, 1999.
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