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Shahri zat - Wl fare
| NCREASE VWELFARE PAYMENTS TO THE LESS FORTUNATE, SAYS SHAHRI ZAT

REVMBAU, May 8 (Bernamm) -- The state governments shoul d consi der
i ncreasing the wel fare paynents to the less fortunate to alleviate
their
har dshi ps, sai d Wnen, Families and Soci al Devel opment M ni ster
Dat uk Seri
Shahri zat Abdul Jalil today.

She said the amount al so varied fromone state to anot her

At the federal level, the | ess fortunate received a higher
nont hl y
paynent of between RMBO and RM235 whil e the aged RM350," she told
reporters
after the | aunching of the national |evel Mthers Day 2004 by
Menteri Besar
Dat uk Mohamad Hasan at Padang Dewan Orang Ranai Rantau, near here
t oday.

She said that | ast year the governnent spent RM203, 268, 452 f or
wel fare
assi stance to 131, 000 peopl e and this year, the allocation had been
i ncreased to RM219, 059, 310 to cover 132, 000 reci pients, registered
with the
Vel fare Services Departnent.

"I believe there are still many who have yet to register with
t he
departnment and | urge parents or their guardians to do so," she
sai d.

During the function, six wonmen received recognition for being
super
not hers in spite of bei ng handi capped or havi ng handi capped
children.

They are Abiaz Ibrahim 51, fromKota Setar, Kedah, Lee Yau
Yook, 45,
fromDurian Tunggal, Mel aka, Nagammal a/p Muni andy, 40, from
Banti ng,

Sel angor, Rohani Noh, 53, fromKuantan, Pahang, Batricia Ri chael
Sant au,

28, fromKota Samar ahan, Sarawak and Maliah a/p K Al agan, 43, from
Cher as,

Kual a Lurpur.

Abi az, net by reporters, said she treated all her eight children
equal 'y, including her fourth child Nabil Mahathir, 17, whois blind
from
bi rth.

"To ne, Nabil is as normal as any other," she said of her son
who at
the age of 15 graduated with a Diploma in Quranic Interpretation and
Ar abi c



fromthe University of Khartoum Sudan.

Nabi |, who now works as a conmputer technician with Mnps in
Kel ana
Jaya, Sel angor, said he owed his success to his parents.
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