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El ection- | poh Ti nor
| POH TI MOR: COVEBACK OR END OF POLI TI CAL CAREER OF KI T SI ANG?

By: R Lakshim Dewi

| PCH, March 18 (Bernama) -- Wth only three nore days to polling
day,
t he question on everyone's mnd is whether this general election
will mark
the end of DAP chairman LimKit Siang's political career

While only voters in the | poh Tinor parliamentary constituency
have the
answer, Lims nmove fromPenang to contest in |Ipoh Tinor has stirred
up sone
heat in the Kinta Valley and t hroughout the country.

The Kinta Vall ey has one of the highest nunber of Chinese voters
in the
country, with | poh Ti nor al one havi ng 85 per cent Chi nese voters out
of the
73,325 voters in the constituency.

For many visiting here, the hectic canpai gning, canvassing for
vot es at
pasar mal amand mar ket s and poster war reveal the intense war
bet ween t he
Bari san Nasi onal (BN) and DAP for the constituency.

The straight fight between i ncunbent Thong Fah Chong, 47, and
Lim 63,
followed a | ast-m nute pul | out by Keadil an suprenme council nenber Dr
Lee
Boon Chye, who will be contesting in Gopeng instead.

Following Dr Lee's withdrawal, the Kinta Valley is all set for a
heat ed
battl e between Thong and Lim who is trying to nake a coneback to
parliament after losing in Penang in 1999.

On nom nati on day, both candi dates quoted their chances at 50-
50.

Lims tag line is "bring back the voice of the people to
parlianment to
Voi ce out against corruption.”

But when Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi paid a visit to | poh
Ti mor on
Monday, the prinme minister said: "W are al so the voice of the
peopl e. ™

And Abdul | ah' s strong drive agai nst corrupti on, whi ch anong
ot hers saw
one mnister and a top corporate figure being charged with bribery,
had
sonehow dent ed Li M s canpai gn

Wth many BN and opposition | eaders making endl ess visits to the
city,
the blitz to woo the Chi nese voters has becone intense and t he



nmonmentumi s
gaining in the final 72 hours.

Tonorrow, fornmer prime mnister Tun Dr Mahathir Mhamad is
comng for a
"meet with the people session” at 3pmand his popularity with the
Chi nese
comuni ty has worried DAP of ficials.

A sniff down in | poh Tinor reveal ed that nmany voters are stil
undeci ded al t hough there are many tilting towards the BNin the hope
of
continuity of peace, stability and economni c progress.

But there is also a significant nunber of voters who want a
"check and
bal ance" as well as those who are synpathetic with Lim

"I think the scale nowis 60-40 in favour of BN...Kit Siang's
move to
Perak is only tenporary because he has no other place to go," said
43-year-ol d busi nessman Davi d Wo.

C. H Wng, 50, an engi neer, said that even though t he DAP was
putting up
a strong fight here, the | ocal s appreci ated t he devel opnent and
i nfrastructures brought by the BN

He al so said that it was hard to say howthe majority of voters
woul d
respond as the canpai gning time was short but he believed that the
DAP
woul d capitalise on |localised problens and certain issues to stir up
enotions at the last m nute.

"On top of that, they (DAP) are tal king about opposition voice
in
Parlianent. .. having soneone in Parlianment to make sure of
transperancy and
busi ness opportunities and conbati ng corruption.

"I also think this election was held too early...mybe Abdul | ah
could
have held it six nonths later, as then his (Abdullah) nove to conbat
corruption and to run a peopl e-ori ented gover nnent woul d have forned
a
strong image in the people's mind," said Wng.

Anot her busi nessnman, Andrew Loo, 37, said he believed that Linis
move
to I poh Ti mor was because of the | arge Chinese majority factor

"So he sees it as a strong point but he al so needs to understand
t hat

t he younger generations have different set of thinking....they | ook
for
stability which only a BN-1ed governnent can provide," said Loo.
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