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| RAQ ON GLOBAL TQUR TO TELL PLI GHT OF COUNTRYMEN

By Rosyatimah Tukimnin

KUALA LUWUR, July 23 (Bernama) -- The United Nations (UN)
i nposed
sanctions on Iraq in 1990 because of Saddam Hussei n's unj ust regine,
according to an lraqgi traveller who is currently on a gl obal mi ssion
to
portry the plight of Iraqgis.

The regi ne had brought the worst sufferings to Iraqi nen, wonen
and
children, he said in an intervieww th Bernama here.

Abdul Sattar Jabbar Al Bahadli, a graduate in Political Science
from
Baghdad Uni versity said that he left his native land, lIraqg, in 1992
to
carry a nmessage to the international community and reveal the
suf ferings of
his fell ow countrynen

He said the dictatorial policies of SaddamHussei n and the Baath
Party,
Iraq's forner ruling party, had put his country under seige for nore
t han
12 years

"Under Saddami s reginme, fatal diseases spread, nost famlies
becane
poor and jobs were Iimted, even for graduates |ike nyself,"
| ament ed Abdul
Sattar.

Insisting that his worldw de tour was not funded nor fuel ed by
any
organi sations or political bodies, the 35-year-oldtraveller saidit
was
hi s genui ne concern about the Iraqgis and the country's future which
had
pronpted himto enbark in this endeavour

"My main aimis to highlight the i ssues and probl ens faced by
t he
Iragis | ong before the recent war (led by the United States) as |
coul d no
| onger bear seeing the sufferings of ny own people. Leaders of the
countries | had visited, especially fromArab countries, were
supportive of
ny course and t hey sponsored nmy stay and ny travel expenses within
their
countri es.

"Even when | was touring France, the French Gover nnent sponsored

my
| odgi ng and travel expenses," said Abdul Sattar who had so far



travelled to
35 countries."”

He said that when he was in Mrocco, his parents and six
si blings were
arrested by Saddam s forces.

"I was told that one of nmy brothers was brutally shot dead by
Saddam s
nen, one sister died of cancer and the condition of the rest of ny
famly
menbers, Al handulillah (Praise beto God) is nowgetting better," he
sai d.

He said that with the capture of Saddam his gl obal m ssion was
now
bei ng expanded to i ncl ude conveyi ng the appreciations of Iragis to
those
who had conti nuosly provided aid in whatever forms, includingthe
Mal aysi an
Governnent and al | Mal aysi ans.

"lraqgis are quite happy now, the smiles are back on their faces,
and
this help fromoutside the country really touched their hearts and
here |
woul d i ke to again convey their gratitude to you for all your
hel p. "

"I would also like to thank your former Prine Mnister the R ght
Honour abl e Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad as it was his cl ear stance that
has
hel ped brought about a newspirit of life in many Iraqgis,"” Abdul
Sattar
sai d.

Abdul Sattar, who arrived in Kuala Lunpur on July 12, said that
whi | e
in Mal aysi a, he hoped to have the chance to neet Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi and Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid
Al bar to
personal | y expl ai n his nessage.

He al so wi shed to thank the Kuwaiti Enbassy here for currently
sponsoring his stay here.

Abdul Sattar, who hoped to | eave Mal aysi a after one nonth was
al so all
prai se for the country, saying "Ml aysia is well-known anong | sl amic
countries and Iragis respect Mal aysians a lot."

He hoped to proceed to Japan and Chi na before headi ng back to
I raq
within four to five nonths so that he could play his part in
contributing
towards rebuil ding his own country.

Abdul Sattar al so hoped that the Mal aysi an Gover nnent woul d re-
open the
Mal aysi an enbassy i n Baghdad soon to enabl e many | raqi busi nessnen
to come



to this country either to seek investnments or | earn nore about
Mal aysi a' s
success story personal ly.
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