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KUALA LUVPUR: Between a group of nen performng the
"zikir'prayers in a
nosque where they repeatedly sing the praise of Allah or God and
anot her
repai ri ng a broken wat er pi pe nearby, nost people woul d pick the
former for
doi ng a nobl e deed.

But Religious Adviser to the Prime Mnister, Tan Sri Abdul Ham d
O hman, was quick to point out that while it was right on the
surface of
things to choose the first group, inlIslamit was the second group
of nen
repai ring the broken pi pe that was doi ng a much better nobl e deed
because
their action would benefit the masses nore.

Abdul Hamid said there are two aspects to 'zikir' - verbal and
physi cal
- both of which need to be given equal enphasis.

"It is an inconplete practice if Muslins only pray, doing the
ver ba
"zikir' and forget about devel opnent, which is the physical part, as
I sl am
alsocallsonits followers to 'igra (read) or acquire know edge
and be
civilised. What the second group did was fulfilling the other aspect
of the
physical 'zikir', also known as the 'hadhari' or civilisation

"The reason why nost Muslins are only focussing on the hereafter
is
mai nl y because they have been for years planted with the belief that
anything that relates to the worl d whi ch does not carry religious
connotation is considered non-Islamc,"” he told Bernama i n an
i nterview
recently.

"1 SLAM HADHARI "

He said in a nove to correct the m sconceptions about |slam and
its
requi renents, the Governnment has enbarked on a progranme ai ned at
maki ng
Mal aysi ans aware of the true teachings of Islamand guiding them
t owar ds
the revival of glories of the past Miuslimenpire.

Call ed 'Isl amHadhari' or Islamic State administration, the
progr anme
whi ch was | aunched by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrad



Badawi in
2002 when he was deputy prime minister, also sought to make
Mal aysi ans nore
forward-1 ooki ng besides realising the need to efficiently nanage t he
resources available in the country.
"The idea for the progranme cane upon realisation that the
narr ow
under st andi ng of the religion has resulted in Mislins being
general ly
backward and not-forward | ooki ng. Such weakness has al so creat ed
political
anxiety in the country as opposition parties are taking advantage to
underm ne t he devel opnent efforts by the Government.
"PAS, for instance, repeatedly claimthat the inplenentation of
t he
hudud and qgi sas (Islam c penal laws) is inportant for the creation
of an
I slam c state and nmany Miuslinms believe it. But the hudud is only a
smal |
fraction conpared to the call to read (igra') or acquire know edge.
"Even the PAS people admtted that the hudud is only a snall
fraction
of Islam" said Abdul Hamid, who is also chairman of the main
conmittee to
publicise the 'IslamHadhari' progranme.
He said with the programme, he hoped t hat Ml aysi ans woul d al so
under st and what constituted such a State.

SECOND PHASE

Abdul Hami d, who held simlar post during Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s
adm ni stration, said the programe woul d be on-goi ng and that while
t he
previous prime mnister worked on the assimilation of Islamc
val ues,
Abdul | ah started full force with the ' hadhari' aspect.

"We are now in the second phase of the programe and about 500
Ci vi
servants, Ml ays and non- Mal ays, were given 'IslamHadhari' courses
during
the first phase. The programe has been nore i ntensive now since the
| aunchi ng of the second phase by the Prine M nister on January 30 as
we
want Mal aysi ans to qui ckly understand this (IslamHadhari) clearly.
Under
the programme, topics for talks vary fromstate to state as the
audi ence
and requirenents differ," he said.

Reiterating the prime mnister's assurance at various 'lslam
Hadhari '
events that the Government woul d not sideline the non-Mislins and
that the



interests of the non-Mislins woul d be taken care of, Abdul Ham d
said the
beauty of Islamis that devel opments are neant for all and it is
al so the
reason why many non- Musl i mheads of governnment departnents are
willing to
send their officers for the progranme.

He said the programmes woul d make the Mal ays aware of the
rel evance of
the profession to Islam Bus drivers, doctors and engi neers, for
i nstance,
have i nportant roles in attending to the physical needs of the
peopl e,
therefore, what they do are considered fulfilling their religious
obligations in the 'hadhari' aspect.

He sai d once Mal aysi ans had fully understood the true teachings

of
Islamand see the religioninits universal perspective, they could
easily

propel thensel ves towards greater heights and be respected by
friends and
foes alike, just |ike what had been achi eved by past Mislimenpires.

BREAK THE WALL

He al so said that with strong Islam c val ues, Ml aysi ans can
al so
"break the wal " created by the col oni sts who had successfully
segr egat ed
the religion fromknow edge, which had been the root cause of the
probl em

"During the Greek and Roman rules, for instance, only the
aristocrats
were all owed to read and gai n know edge but | sl amhas denocrati sed
education so it can be acquired by all," he said, addi ng that
know edge or
education is the "windowto civilisation".

Simlarly, he said, when the country was under colonial rule
only a few
Mal ays were given the chance to have education i n gover nnent
school s,
hence, the rest generally concentrated on religious studies.

Abdul Hami d said religion and know edge shoul d cone as one and
that the
success of past Muslimenpires was due to the fact that Muslins in
those
days understood the Quran wel|.

"As stated in the Quran, Muslins first and forenpst are told to
read
(iqgra') which neans they nust |earn to know what they do not know
t hr ough
reading. While the faith (akidah) will always renain the sane,
civilisation



changes with tines and that is why Muslins nmust read. If riding on

hor se

carriages was once considered civilised, it is not so now as peopl e
t oday

have cars that can bring themfromone place to another faster," he
sai d.

NEXT TARGET

Abdul Ham d said the programe woul d next target teachers,
especial ly
t hose teaching religious studies, so that all m sconceptions could
be
corrected at grassroot |evel.

"We have to put it right certain unhealthy perceptions, such as
t he
popul ar practice in sending children for "tahfiz' (menorisingthe
Quran) as
Musl i nms general ly have the belief that if one nenber of the famly
can
menori se the Quran, then the whole fam |y can go to heaven

"That expl ai ned why we recently received reports that about
15, 000
Mal ay children did not attend school...and categorised as dropouts.
Ve
found out that these children were actually sent to the '"tahfiz
school . W
are not saying that sending children to such school is wong but
their
educati on shoul d be bal anced,” he said.
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