10 FEB 2004
Abdul | ah- Success
I T 1S NOT EASY TO MANAGE SUCCESS - ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 10 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul I ah
Ahmad Badawi said that it is not easy for himto nmanage t he success
that he
inherits fromhis predecessor Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad.
Abdul | ah sai d when he first took office as the fifth Prine
M ni ster of
Mal aysi a, he noted that the greatest challenge that he woul d face
was to
manage and buil d upon the success that Dr Mahathir had | eft behi nd.
"I did not inherit a country in turmil. | did not inherit war,
depravation or crises. |Instead, when Tun Dr Mahat hir handed over the
duties

of governance, he nade sure that | inherited success,” he said in
hi s

speech at the Cambri dge Foundati on Fund Rai si ng Di nner, here

t oni ght .

He sai d nanagi ng the success was not easy and in a rapidly
changi ng and
i ncreasingly conpetitive world, Mal aysi a needed to work hard to
survive and
stay ahead.

"There are no free lunches for us. The global mantra i s conpete
or
perish, and we nust rise to this challenge," he said.

He added t hat the peopl e coul d choose to be content with what
t hey had,
but only to find that success whi ch was not managed and built upon
was a
success that was fleeting and nonentary.

On the agenda whi ch he had outlined, Abdullah said he was happy
that it
had been accepted by t he peopl e.

"Peopl e have responded well to sone of ny ideas and | will use
their
coments to refine my agenda further, especially inits
i npl enentation," he
sai d.

Wth firmconviction, Abdul ah said his agenda was not a nere lip
servi ce nor el ectioneering.

"The agenda that | have set out is sonething that | want to see
done
and not just sonething that sounds nice in a speech to elicit
appl ause, " he
sai d.

He said his first hundred days in office was his statenent of



intent.

"I amaware that there are now hi gh expectations fromny
adm nistration. This is a far cry fromthe very | ow expectations
t hat
peopl e had before | took office,"” he said.

He said what he had set out to do was to bring the government
back to
t he peopl e.

"“A governnent that serves the rakyat better, empowers people,"
he sai d.

Abdul I ah said his invitation to work with him enpowered the

peopl e.

"Enpower this governnment to enpower you. Believe in this
| eader ship
that believes you. Work with me, to work with you," he said.
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