17 JUL 2004
Ummo- Razal ei gh ( Kel ant an)
I T'S JUST AN EXClI TI NG TALE, SAYS RAZALEI GH OF H S NOM NATI ON

GUA MUSANG, July 17 (Bernama) -- Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah, who
t oday
recei ved nonination fromhi s Gua Musang Umo di vi sion for the party
presi dency, reiterated today that his decisionto contest was just
to
ensure that denocracy prevailed within the party.

It was not intended to be his roadmap to beconme the country's
prime
m ni ster, he said, describing his single nomnation so far as "satu
cerita
seronok" (an exciting tale).

H s sole intention was to make Umo nenbers realise that they
had t he
right to nom nate anybody as their | eader in accordance with the
denocratic
process provided under the party's constitution, said the forner
finance

m ni ster.

He said he woul d not be dissapointed even if he did not get
enough
nom nati ons for the nunmber one post.

"It'"ll up to nenbers. If the nenbers refuse to support nme or are
afraid
to support me, that's their right. 1'Il not be dissapointed,"” he
said at a

press conference after officiating the Gua Musang Umo del egat es
conf erence
here.

In this respect, he said he was gl ad of the nomi nation from GQua
Musang
whi ch showed that party nmenmbers in the division were fully aware of
their
constitutional rights.

Asked why he chose to go for the top post, Ku Li as he is
popul arly
known, he said it was his wake-up call to Umo nmenbers al t hough not
l'i ked
by man.

He said when he offered hinself as a presidential candidate it
di d not
nean that he wanted to become prine m nister because a post in the

party
and a post in the governnent were two different things.

"If | contest and | win, I'mnot contesting a post in the
gover nnent .

I"mcontesting a post to lead the party. Don't confuse the two," he



sai d.

He al so rej ected perceptions that his action woul d cause
disunity
within the party, saying that he was not chal | engi ng anybody but
offering
hi nsel f as a candi date.

The Umo presidency fell vacant follow ng the retirement of Tun
Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad i n Cct ober | ast year, and Prinme M nister Datuk Ser
Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi , who has received all but one noninations to
| ead the
party fromUmo divisions so far, is the acting president.

On vi ews expressed by various quarters that he shoul d not
contest for
t he presi dency as Abdul | ah had shown excel | ent performance when he
l ed the
Bari san Nasional (BN) to a thunping victory in the recent general
el ecti on,
Ku Li said it was irrel evant.

"This in party polls, that was the general el ection. The mandate
was
given to the BN and we all have supported and worked for it. He
(Abdul I ah)
is aleader and shoul d be congratul ated, but not necessarily
everything is
okay," he said.

Ku Li said he was even perpl exed when an action by "an
i nsi gni fant

| eader” like himto contest the top post had faced objections from
vari ous
quarters.

"I'f I"mnot popular why shoul d they be fraid of ne? Wiy is every
newspaper attacking ne? |'mstill a nmenber of the MI (Suprene
Council) and

I'mstill holding the party's flag. | must defend the party. |I'mnot
chal | engi ng anybody.

"I'f menmbers say I'mnot qualified, then no need to support nmne.
But a
deci sion, we nust nmake. Why are they not confortable with ny
nom nation? W
nust deci de what we want. |If we make the wong decision, we're
dooned, " he
sai d.

Tengku Razal ei gh al so hoped that Umo would revert to the old
practice
i ke the time when he challenged Dr Mahathir for the presidency in
1987
because at present there were too nmany obstacles to i ntendi ng
candi dat es.

"When | chall enged Dr Mahathir | needed only one noni nation but
now one
needs at | east 58 nomi nationns," he said.



The rules requiring potential candidates to obtain certain
nunber of
nom nati ons were i ntroduced following Ku Li's challenge in 1987
whi ch | ead
toasplit withinthe party. Ku Li who lost in the contest then set
up a
splinter party called Parti Semangat 46 whi ch had been di ssol ved and
its
menbers had returned to Umo.

When asked why he did not raise the matter in the MI neeting, he
said
he was al one and even if he did, nobody would |isten

"Just because | didn't raise the issue didn't nean that |I've no
right.
Until the Umo constitution is amended, | will still have that
right. |
respect the MI but it nust al so respect the right of the nmenbers,”
he sai d.

Asked whet her he woul d continue to offer hinself as a candi date
in the
future, he said: "Only God knows."

He said the party struggl e nust be continued not for persona
i nt er est
but for the future generation.

Meanwhi l e, in his speech earlier, Tengku Razal ei gh tal ked at
| engt h
about denocracy.

"Each Umo nenmber pays RML annual fee and the | eaders too pay
RML.
Everybody has the sane right. They' ve one vote, just like you all,"
he tol d
t he del egat es.

To conmbat noney politics, he proposed that Umo president and
deputy
presi dent be el ected t hrough popul ar votes.

The one who received t he hi ghest votes frommenbers nati onw de
woul d be
decl ared t he presi dent and second hi ghest as deputy president, he
sai d.

Tengku Razal ei gh al so proposed that the party president could
only hold
office for a maxi mumof three terns.

These proposals if agreed woul d end nmoney politics and woul d
ensure
that only those el ected and supported by party menbers woul d | ead
the
party, he said.
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