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Mot or sport s-Japan GT
JAPAN GT TO GO FULLY | NTERNATI ONAL

By: Handan Saai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 18 (Bernamm) -- There are plans for Japan's
| eadi ng
not or sports race, the Japan G and Touri ng Chanpi onship (JGIC), to
make
conpetitive appearances in at | east three nore foreign countries.

Wth the Mal aysi an round at Sepang G rcuit confirmed for the
next three
seasons, JGIC appears to be | ooki ng at nore options as negotiati ons
are on
for the race to be held in Shanghai (China), Seoul (South Korea) and
California (United States) in the near future.

Grand Touring Association (GI-A) project manager for Pacific
regi on,

Masaki Tanzawa said apart fromthat, they woul d be | ooking for the
possi bility of staging nore races in Australia, Singapore and
Thai | and.

"Maybe one day the JGCT can be called the Asia-Pacific G and
Touring
Chanpi onship with the inclusion of these races in the new (host)
countri es.

W really wanted to go fully international," he told Bernama here
t oday.

GI-Awill sign a three-year agreenent with Sepang | nternationa
Grcuit
(SIC, the administrator of Sepang Circuit, here tonorrowto
organi se the
JCGCT race at the circuit on June 18 and 19.

The Mal aysi an round, cancell ed | ast season due to health
concerns over
the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrone (SARS) out break, will be the
third
round of the seven-round chanpi onshi p.

Tanzawa sai d they were confident that the JGIC races woul d be
accepted
by foreign car enthusiasts as the car nodels were cl oser to the
audi ences
rat her than the extrenely popul ar Fornul a One cars.

"W will evaluate the 2004 season as the first year for
internationalising the JGTC. The Japan GT races are now, W thout
doubt
hi gh-1evel world class events. W want to hel p devel op the
mot or sports
culture in the world," he said.

Asked why JGTA pi cked Mal aysi a ahead of the nore devel oped
countri es,

Tanzawa sai d the country had a good background i n notorsports



i ndustry as
wel | as great backing by the governmnent.

"W have been | ooking for sone plans to spread our races outside
Japan
and after investigating (various factors), we found that Ml aysi a
has a
good background i n notorsports fund.

"Apart fromthat, you have a wonderful Sepang Circuit with all
t he
experience staff. W know we shoul d not face any problem" he said.

JGIC, first held in 1994 with just five rounds, was staged in
Mal aysi a
as exhibition races in 2000 and 2001.

It became an official chanpionship race in 2002, known as the
mal aysi an-1 eg of the JGIC, giving roots for the race series to take
shape
i n Sout heast Asi a.

Due to |l ast year's SARS out break, a substitute race was held at
Fuj i
Speedway under the nanme of "Ml aysi an JGTC at Fuji Speedway"” on July
12 and
13 |l ast year.

Mal aysi an- based t eam Anprex Motorsports, will be one of 40 teans
t aki ng
part in this year's chanpionship

Tanzawa sai d they hoped to see nore conpani es and teans as wel |
as
foreign car manufacturers take part in the JGIC

"Even the |l ocal car manufacturer Proton can enter the JGIC race
as our
regul ati ons pernitted themto take part. Unfortunately, we haven't
got any
response fromthemso far," he added.

Tonorrow s signing ceremony will be done between GT- A chai rman
Kuni m t su Takahashi and SI C chai r man Dat uk Mokhzani Tun Mahat hir.
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