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Kedah- Devel oped
KEDAH ON THE PATH TO A DEVELOPED STATE BY 2010

A Speci al Report by: Zahari Mrad and Zul kefli Sall eh
ALOR STAR: Kedah, considered one of the four poor states in
Mal aysia is
now on a solid path towards a fully devel oped state by 2010.
Under the master plan “~Kedah Maju 2010' the state's econony is
now
growing rapidly with an average G oss Donestic Product (CGDP) of five
percent for the last four years exceeding the national figures.
Consi dered an out st andi ng acconpli shnent for a state that
previously
depended on agriculture as the core of its econony, the sterling
performance silenced the critics who were sceptical on the
devel oprent pl an
to eradi cate the "kanpung" i nage often associ ated with the state.
Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain during an
i nterview
recently tol d BERNAMA, Kedah Maj u 2010 i ntroduced under his tenure
is not a
magi ¢ wand t hat woul d change Kedah overni ght.
But for Kedah to achi eve a devel oped state status at par with
Sel angor,
Johor and Penang, it all depends on the success in inplenmentingthe
mast er
pl an fornul ated by experts in various fields.

A GOLD M NE

The Kedah Maj u 2010 master plan has outlined three areas
consi dered
gol d mi nes which can be expl ored to bring about nmaxi numdevel opnent,
he

sai d.
The three "gold mines" -- industry, agriculture and tourism
al t hough

not new to Kedah, but due to | ack of proper planning previously the
out cone
was di smal. On industry, he said under the master plan the sector is
bei ng
rej uvenated to play a pivotal role in expandi ng Kedah's econony.
Anong the pro-active steps taken to attract investnents is
sendi ng out
m ssions to woo foreigninvestors, pronote the state locally and
provi de
incentives with investments worth RML billion forecasted annual ly
unti |
2010.
The | atest success of the state governent is wi nning over Naza
Mot or s



whi ch has set up an autonotive assenbly plant in Gurun that woul d
assenbl e
Ki a vehicles fromSouth Korea, with an i nvestnent of RM390 million

H GH TECH | NDUSTRY

Al so operating at the same |l ocation is the Petronas Fertilizer
a nulti
mllionringgit fertilizer plant owned by nati onal petrol eumgiant
Pet r onas.

Syed Razak sai d Kedah has the upper hand as it has well
est abl i shed
i ndustrial areas |like in Sungai Petani and KulimHi-Tech Park in
Kul i m
that one day could equal "Silicon Valley" of California, in United
States.

At the north nost part of the state, the Bukit Kayu Hitam
i ndustri al
zone i s the hone of Asian Conposite Manufacturing Sdn Bhd, a conpany
t hat
produces conponents for Boeing aircrafts.

Syed Razak said industrial zones would al so be introduced in
left out
areas |li ke Sik, Baling, Padang Terap and Pendang.

MAXI M SI NG AGRI CULTURAL QUTPUT

The state being the rice bowl of the nation has bigger plans as
t he
food hub of Malaysiawith its agricultural output nmeeting its own
needs and
the nation's.

Inline with this, he said, permanent plantation zones, fruit
and
vegetabl e farns, horticulture and new potential cash crops are being
consi dered by the Agricul ture Departnent.

Apart fromthat, aquaculture i s being devel oped i n Sungai Kedah
He
stressed that the use of agricultural | and woul d be maxi m sed for
vari ous
type of crops, in the short and the long term including for
comodi ty
crops like padi and palmoil.

"The mai n objective of the master plan is to increase the
farmers'inconme and the only nean to achieve this is by introducing
comercial farmng," he said.

Syed Razak said at the end of |ast year, the federal governnent
approved RM84.4 nillion allocation to enable the cultivation of
al nost
30, 000 hectares of padi outside MADA (Muda Agricultural Irrigation
Schene)

t hat woul d benefit al nbst 27,000 farming famlies.

Wth the total padi areas under the jurisdiction of the agency

covering



130, 000 hectares, this woul d hel p enhance the farmer' earnings from
RMR2OO a
nmont h previously, to between RML, 500 t o RM2, 000.

Dl VERSI FYI NG TOURI SM PRODUCTS

On tourism he said the state government encourages the private
sector
to exploit and diversify tourismproducts enconpassing the rich
cultura
and agricultural heritage of the state.

According to unofficial statistics, the nunber of touri st
arrivals in
Kedah | ast year was 2.1 mllion with 60 percent of themarriving in
Langkaw .

Apart fromthese three main sectors, education, social welfare,
trai ning, heal th, human devel opnent, youth and sports were al so
gi ven
emphasis in the master plan.

"I'"maware there are peopl e who doubt the Kedah governnent's
ability to
achi eve devel oped state status by 2010, considering Mal aysia's
target to
achieve the status is by 2020," he said.

"The responsibility is on the state officials and for the people
of the
state this is a "wake-up call" for them By targetting 2010, they
have to
wor k harder as there is sone el ement of urgency here. For instance
if we
set Kedah Maj u 2030, then the people will say there is still a long
way to
go and woul d adopt a | ackadai sical attitude," he said.

A CHALLENGE FOR KEDAHANS

As Kedah is | eft out conpared to other states, thereforeits
peopl e
need to work harder

He said, nost of the project under the master plan has al ready
t aken
of f. Anpng t he project under inplenentation are Bandar Diraja Anak
Buki t,
Kota Perdana in Bukit Kayu Hitam Bandar Baru Beris in Sik, the
devel opnent
of Kual a Kedah t own, the Trans-Eastern road connecting Padang Ter ap,
Si k
and Bal i ng.

"I'"'mproud that the people understand and support the
government's
aspiration and if all parties continue their support, the goal to
uplift
the living standards woul d be achi eved," he said.

Quoting prime mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi ' s



st at ermrent
"Work with me, not for me", Syed Razak said the state governnent and
Kedahans need to work hand in hand in ensuring the success of Kedah
Maj u
2010.

Kedah a state that provided two Prime M nisters so far (the late
Tunku
Abdul Rahman Putra and Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhanad) i s now gearing
itself to be
| eader anpng t he devel oped st ates by 2010. - - BERNAVA
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