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BN- El ecti on
KEDAH UMNO HAS RECI PE FOR SUCCESS

By: Zulkefli Salleh

ALCOR STAR, Feb 5 (Bernana) -- The Kedah Umo believes it has all
t he
i ngredi ents for a successful canpaign, in the upconi ng genera
election, to
sweep the state fromunder the feet of the opposition

Even fromthe aspect of sheer nunbers, the Kedah Umo, with
1,900
branches and 280, 000 nenbers, not to nention menbers of Barisan
Nasi onal
(BN) component parties MC, MCA and Gerakan, al ready has a
substanti al edge
over the opposition.

Wth the dedication of its nmenbers, there is no reason for the
BN not
to west atwo-third najority or even a clean sweep of the 36 State
and 15
Parliamentary seats on offer.

This was the gi st of the speech by Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed
Razak
Syed Zain at the | aunch of the State BN el ecti on machi nery by forner
Prine
M ni ster Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad here | ast Sat urday.

Syed Razak, who is also the State Umo Liaison Committee
Chai r man,
unvei |l ed t he nine master ingredients which, if whipped up, could
bi nd t he
hearts of the 800,000 registered voters to the BN

Anong t hese, he said, were efforts w thout expecting rewards in
terns
of projects, supporting whichever candi date was fielded, utilising
el ection
machi nery for the good of the party and not the individual and
upgr adi ng
| ogi stics like ballot boxes, voter profiles and i nformati on and
communi cati on technol ogy.

G ving an exanpl e of how teamwork coul d benefit the party, Syed
Razak
said if Umo's 280,000 nenbers pasted a poster each, one aspect of
the
el ection, nanely the poster war, would easily be won as the "Ri ce
Bow " of
Mal aysi a woul d turn dark blue with BN s col ours.

Political analysts had also tinme and again said that the BN s
| oss of
12 State and eight Parlianentary seats in the 1999 general el ection
was not



due to the strength of the opposition but by weaknesses i n Umo.

Anong t hese weaknesses is the refusal of sonme in the party to
support
t he candi dates, and the anti dote, some believe, is the appoi nt nent
of Dr
Mahat hir as the state's BN advi sor

H s message during the [aunch was sinple and clear -- if BNis
to wn
two-thirds majority, all BN nmenbers have to support whonever is
chosen as
candi date, whether fromtheir own party or otherw se.

The presence of Dr Mahathir has clearly lifted the spirits of
the
nenbers, so much so, that when asked to raise their hands if they
wer e
willing to support any candi date put forward, the 3, 000-strong crowd
got to
their feet, raised their hands and yell ed "kam sanggup" (we are
willing).

If this spirit continues and spreads anong all Umo and nenbers
of BN
conponent parties, the opposition is expected to be in for a rough
ride
conme the 11t h general el ection

Recent profiles of by-elections showthat the BN faced sone
tough times
i n Kedah, especially when they lost the two-third majority in the
State
Legi sl ative Assenbly foll ow ng the Lunas by-el ection

The State seat, which cane up for grabs after the murder of
i ncunbent
Dr Joe Fernandez in 2000, fell to Keadil an.

In 2002, however, follow ng the death of PAS president Datuk
Fadhi |
Noor, Umo regai ned the Parlianentary seat of Pendang whil e PAS
ret ai ned
the Anak Bukit State seat.

Dr Mahathir's advice for successfully facing PASis al so sinple
but
ef fective: "Have faith that Umo is the party which truly uphol ds
| sl am and
rai ses the dignity of the Umah and do not be shy to expose the lies
of the
opposition”.

As for the non-Mislins, Dr Mahathir said they should not bite
PAS' bait
to foster greater ties as this was only a ploy to win votes.

The existing racial cooperation and power-sharing in the BN has
i ndeed
been proven to be the successful formula, he had said.

Wth the words of the two | eaders still ringing in their ears,
t he



Kedah BN el ecti on nmachi nery shoul d i ndeed be ready to defeat the

opposition
where it would hurt the nost.
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