10 JUL 2004
Yout h- Khai ry
KHAI RY READY TO FACE CHALLENGE FOR UMNO YQUTH VI CE- CHI EF PCST

SEREMBAN, July 10 (Bernanma) -- Umo Yout h Executive Council menber
Khai ry Janmal uddi n said today he is ready to face any chal |l enge i n a cont est
for the novenent's vice-chief post at the party polls in Septenber.

He said Umo Yout h had al ways practi sed denocracy in electing their
| eaders and woul d never prevent | eaders or nenbers of the novement from
contesting for any post.

“I"mprepared for a contest. | wel cone the chall enge fromany candi date
who is offering hinself,"” he said at a nedia conference here today to
announce hi s readi ness to accept the nonmination for the Umo Youth
vice-chief post in the coming party el ection

"1'"mnot asking any candidate to withdraw or give way. In a denocratic
process, | feel that it is good to have a contest as it will be where the
Yout h di vi si ons can nom nate and t he del egat es can el ect the person of
their choice," he said on the prospect of hi mbeing chall enge for the post.

The Umo Youth vice-chief seat was vacated by Datuk Abdul Aziz Syeikh
Fadzir on age factor.

Until this nmorning, Khairy, 28, son-in-law of the Prime Mnister, had
recei ved 30 nonminations to contest for the post while Datuk Mukhriz Tun Dr
Mahat hi r and Dat uk Azi ni Dai mhad recei ved one noni nati on each

Mukhri z, son of forner prinme ninister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, received
t he nom nation fromthe Kubang Pasu Yout h di vision while Azim received the
nom nati on fromthe Gua Misang Youth divi sion

Azimi had previously announced that he would not offer hinself for the
seat as he wanted to concentrate as a state assenbl yman and an Executive
Councillor in the Kedah Governnent.

Mukhriz had al so said he was not ready for the post of Umo Youth Vice
head.

Khai ry sai d each Umo division had the right to noni nate anyone of its
choi ce.

"I respect the decision of the divisions and | wel come anyone to offer
himsel f and | et the nenbers deternine their | eader," he said.

Wien asked on whether he being the son-in-law of the Prime M nister
woul d enabl e himto cruise through the election, Khairy saidif one were to
| ook at the slander and criticisnms thrown at him the path for himto
contest for the post was not that easy.

"I believe no other | eaders, politicians or Youth nenmbers had to endure
that much of criticismand sl ander as ny ownsel f," he said.

Khai ry said he decided to contest for the Umo Youth vice-head just a
week ago after |ooking at the strong support at the grassroot |evel and
among friends in the novenent.

"The deci sion to accept the nomi nations for the Umo Youth vice-chi ef
post was nmade after considering various factors and so as not to di sappoi nt
ny col | eagues and others in the grassroots and Umo Youth menbers
nationw de, " he said.

Last night, Khairy, 28, won unopposed the post of youth head of the
Rermbau Umo di vi si on, repl aci ng forner Rantau st ate assenbl ynan, Ab Ghan
Hasan, who vacated the seat on age factor.
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