08 JUL 2004
Razal ei gh- KI MVA
KI MVA URGES KU LI TO RECONSI DER | NTENTI ON TO GO FOR TOP POST

KUALA LUWUR, July 8 (Bernamm) -- The Kongres India Mislim
Mal aysi a
(KI MMA) today urged Gua Musang pro temUmo head Tengku Razal ei gh
Hanzah to
reconsider his intentionto run for the top post in Umo during the
party's
annual general assenbly in Septenber.

KI MVA Secretary- General Ahmad Taj uddi n Abdul Majid felt if
Tengku
Razal ei gh went ahead with his intention it would not only
destabi |l i se Umo
but al so upset the "feel good scenario" in the country at present.

"Moreover the intention in itself undernines the w sdom of
former Prinme
M ni ster Tun Dr Mahat hi r Mohanad i n nam ng Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi
as his successor,” KIMVA said in a statenent.

During a recent neeting with the press, Tengku Razal ei gh had
expressed
hi s readi ness to contest for the top post in Umo if nom nated even
t hough
t he Umo Suprene Council (M) had resol ved that Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahrmad
Badawi and Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak be returned unopposed as
presi dent
and deputy president respectively. Abdullah is nowacting president
whi | e
Najib is a vice president carrying out the duties of the Umo deputy
president. There is no provision in the Umo Constitution for an
acting
deputy president.

Tengku Razal ei gh' s statenent has given rise to specul ati on that
if
nom nated the forner Finance Mnister will run for president or at
| east
for deputy president.

Accordi ng to Ahmad Taj uddi n, the wi sdomand far-si ght edness of
Dr
Mahat hir, in nam ng Abdul |l ah as his successor had not only been
accept ed by
Mal aysi ans but also by the entire world.

"Apart fromabiding by the MI"s deci sion, Tengku Razal ei gh
shoul d al so
respect Dr Mahathir's decision," he said.

Abdul | ah and Naji b shoul d be given all the opportunity to focus
on



uniting the race so that Mal ay doni nati on woul d al ways be preserved,
t he
KI MVA Secr et ary- General said.

Ahmad Taj uddi n sai d KI MMA, whi ch had sonme 300, 000 nenbers in 60
branches nationwi de, felt the Bari san Nasi onal's huge success in the
Mar ch
general election, includingits ability to recapture Terengganu from
PAS
and reduci ng the opposition influence in Kel antan, was a
mani festati on of
t he wi despread support for Abdul | ah' s | eader shi p.

Hence it woul d be nost appropriate for this situation to be
mai nt ai ned
and for the Umo tradition of deciding the national |eadership of
t he
country since the tine of the first Prime M nister Tunku Abdul
Rahman Putra
Al -Haj to be preserved.

The KI MVA | eader urged Tengku Razal ei gh to nake his stand cl ear
on the
i ssue and advi sed his supporters to put a stop to any nove, on the
pr et ext
of denocracy, that could divide Umo.
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