12 JUN 2004
Zai nudi n-Ki t Si ang
KI'T SI ANG JUST WANTS TO MAKE HI S PRESENCE FELT, SAYS ZAl NUDI N

KUALA LUVMPUR, June 12 (Bernama) -- Deputy Information M nister Datuk
Zai nudi n Mai di n sai d today that the nove by opposition | eader LimKit Siang
to question the declaration of Mal aysia as an I slam c state can be regarded
as an attenpt to nake his presence felt.

"Kit Siang, | believe, has attenpted a cal cul ative nove to nmake his
presence felt,"” he said here.

He said that by pointing a finger at the governnent, Limseened to be
trying to scare the public especially the non-Mislins over such a
decl arati on.

But the fact remains that the people, whether Muslins or non-Mislins,
were now not faced with a situation as painted by Limas their rights had
not be inpi nged upon, he said.

Zai nudi n said that the people were al so now feeling nore secured t han
bef ore the general el ection.

"As such, the people have inflicted their punishnent, reducing the
position of the DAP in parlianment and Kit Siang is trying to show that his
presence is even stronger than it actually is," he said.

Zai nuddi n al so rem nded Li mthat the peopl e now were no | onger the sane
as when he represented them previously.

"Most of them have the wisdomto see his true colours,"” he said.

At the Dewan Rakyat sitting on June 8, Li mquestioned the declaration
of Mal aysia as an Islanmic state by former Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad i n 2001, resulting in a shouting match between hi mand sever al
gover nment backbenchers.

Li mhas said that based on the constitution and social contract,

Mal aysia is a secul ar denocratic country with Islamas its official
religion and as such cannot be regarded as an I slamic state by any
definition or by virtue of any decl arati on.

Zai nudi n sai d that the opposition | eader had t aken advant age by rai si ng
the Islam c state i ssue during the debate on the notion of thanks for the
royal address.

"I tried many tines to interject but he refused to allow ne
to...because he had agai n brought up and disputed the Islamc state
decl aration,” he said.
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