13 JUN 2004
Gerakan-Kit Siang
KI'T SI ANG TRYI NG TO GAI N POLI TI CAL M LEAGE, SAYS GERAKAN

KUALA LUMPUR, June 13 (Bernanmm) -- Opposition | eader LimKit Siang may
be trying to gain political m|eage when dwel I ing on the status of Ml aysi a
as an Islam c country, Gerakan vice-president, Senator Datuk Dr
S. Vijayarat nam sai d t oday.

"It isregrettable that Kit Siang continues to harp on the Islamc
state (issue). It is unwiseto dwell on such a sensitive topic,” he saidin
a statement issued here.

Dr Vijayaratnamwas conmenting Limis action in the Dewan Rakyat | ast
Wednesday by questioning the declaration in 2001 by then Prine M nister Tun
Dr Mahat hi r Mohamad that Malaysia is an |Islamc country.

Li mwas quoted as saying that based on the Constitution and soci al
contract, Malaysiais a denpocratic secular country while Islamisits
official religion, and shoul d not be consi dered as an | sl am c country.

Dr Vijayaratnamsai d when Dr Mahat hir announced t hat Ml aysi a was an
Islamic state, what he neant was that it has been so since that tine, as
descri bed under Article 3 of the sane Constitution.

"Has Limnoticed any erosion of his freedomor an alteration in the
lifestyle of Mal aysians from1957 up until the present tine...is he
suf fering?," Dr Vijayaratnamsaid.

Continuing to twist and turn the issue is uncalled for and it is
di ssappoi nting that he continues to play it up, he added.
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