29 JUN 2004
Abdul | ah- Langkaw
LADA MUST DEVELOP MORE PRQJIECTS | NVOLVI NG LOCALS, SAYS ABDULLAH

PUTRAJAYA, June 29 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badaw
want s
t he Langkawi Devel opnent Authority (Lada) to devel op nore i nvest nment
and
commerci al projects involving the locals in Langkawi .

The prime mnister said that maxi muminvol venent of the | ocal s
in
Lada' s devel opment projects woul d enabl e themto savour the benefits
and
profits fromthe projects.

He told reporters this after chairing a neeting with 12 nmenbers
of the
Lada board of directors at his office here.

During the 90-m nute neeting, Abdull ah expressed the hope that
Lada
woul d t ake advantage of the increase in tourist arrivals to Pul au
Langkaw
to enhance the i ncome of the |l ocals through tourismrelated
proj ects.

"Their (tourists) presence will not only profit the hotels but I
believe that the tourists who go there will visit the places of
i nt erest
and eateries (run by local residents).

"I'"'mnot saying that there are no projects for the people now.
Don' t
think that it's only being done now. There already are (such
proj ects) but
what |'mstressing is to increase such progranmes to bal ance the
devel opnent of hotels and other projects,"” he said.

Abdul | ah said today's neeting of the Lada board was the first to
be
chaired by himsince his appoi ntnent as prine mnister in Cctober
| ast
year.

He acknow edged t hat Langkawi had devel oped rapidly to becone
t he
wor | d-reknowned island resort that it is today.

"Since the establishnment of Lada under its then chairman, Tun
Dai m
(Zai nuddi n), and now t he new chai rman, Tun Dr Mahat hir (Mhanad),
acknowl edge t hat the devel opnent in Langkawi has been rapi d.

"I't is now known throughout the world with the nunber of
tourists
i ncreasi ng annual ly," he said.

The prine minister said that with the high standard that it had
achi eved, Lada should strive to further inprove the quality of its



service
to ensure that it would continue to be reknowned with even nore
fantastic
attractions.
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