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Langkawi - Touri sm
LANGKAW REMAI NS A TOURI ST MAGNET

By: Zul kafli 1brahim
LANGKAW , Jan 20 (Bernama) -- The island of Langkawi, despite
fears
that it would enter a dark era after Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s
retirenent,
has proved t he skeptics wong by renaining a tourist nmagnet.
It is no secret that the devel opnment of Langkawi as a worl d-
cl ass
touri st destinationwas the former Prime Mnister's pet project, and
many
t hought it would be over for the island when he retired.
However, based on encouraging figures of tourist arrivals to
this
duty-freeisland, it is a strong indication that the infrastructures
devel oped and pronot ed during Dr Mahathir's adm ni strati on were nore
t han
enough to ensure Langkawi renains conpetitive as a tourist haven
Throughout | ast year, Langkawi received close to 2 million
tourists
conmpared to 1.9 million in 2002.
Langkawi Devel opnment Authority's (Lada) Public Relations Oficer
Rami z
Hassan tol d Bernama, 1.98 million | ocal and foreign tourists visited
the
island in 2003.
Al'though it has a strong conpetitor -- the exotic island of
Phuket in
Thai | and, Langkawi has its own uni queness and ni che el ements which
attract
not only tourists fromfar flung corners of the world, but from
Thai | and
itself.
In fact, Ram zi said tourists fromThailand accounted for the
hi ghest
nunmber of foreign tourists -- 58,635 fol |l owed by Si ngapore (27, 815),
Australia (18,806), India (10,277), Indonesia (9,964) and United
Ki ngdom
(8, 105).
Tourists fromChina are al so increasing in nunbers, with 5,340
| ast
year. And perhaps due to the pronotions via the Langkawi
I nt ernati onal
Maritinme and Aerospace (LI MA) exhibition, the island al so received
1,073
Russi an tourists.
Al so visiting Langkawi were 4,994 Japanese tourists, 3,196
Ger mans,



3, 304 hol i day nakers fromHong Kong, 2,505 Anericans, 2,173
Fr enchman,
1,977 Filipinos and 1,440 South Koreans.

Ram zi said in conjunction with the Chi nese New Year
celebrations this
week, hotels and chal ets were al nost fully booked.

Mal aysia Airlines District Manager for Langkawi , Mistaffa Kamal
Abdul
Wahab said the airline woul d conduct additional flights in
conjunction with
Chi nese new Year which incl uded usi ng Boei ng 747 aircrafts.

He said | ast year alone, the airline handl ed 249, 018 donesti c
and
i nternational passengers viathe Langkawi | nternational Airport.

Langkawi al so received a huge influx of British tourists with
t he
i ntroduction of direct flights fromLondon to the island since
Cct ober and
also a string of chartered flights fromseveral Asian and European
countri es.

Several tourists net only had praises for the island.

"The island's cl eanliness and the warnth of Langkawi's people is
what
attracted me to cone here," said maritinme engi neer, John Joseph from
t he
United States.

New Zeal ander, Peter Thornley and his wi fe nade a second visit
to
Langkawi as they had fallen in love with the island s beauty and
al so the
magni fi ci ent food.

Ahmad Al - Sudany from Saudi Arabia on the other hand said that
Langkawi
was qui et and calm
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