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Abdul | ah- Laos
LAGCS | NVI TES MORE M SI AN | NVESTMENTS TO ENHANCE Bl LATERAL TI ES

By: Ahmad Zuki man Zain
VI ENTI ANE, Jan 19 (Bernama) -- Laos has invited Ml aysi an
conpani es to
invest nore in this country to enhance bilateral co-operation, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnad Badawi sai d.
Laotian Prime M ni ster Bounnhang Vorachith extended the
invitation
during his nmeeting with Abdul |l ah, who arrived here today for a one-
day
visit as part of his courtesy calls on | eaders of Asean countries.
Abdul I ah sai d al though his visit here was brief, it had given
hi m an
opportunity to discuss with Vorachith a nunber of bilateral issues.
"We agreed that our bilateral relations are good, there are no
factors
whi ch i npeded or caused uneasi ness between our two countries,” he
told
Mal aysi an journalists before | eaving for Manila |l ater today.
Abdul I ah had so far paid courtesy calls on Asean | eaders in
Bandar Seri
Begawan, Jakarta, Singapore and Bangkok si nce he becane prine
m ni ster on
Cct 31, last year.
Laos, with a popul ation of five mllion, had acknow edged t hat

Mal aysi an i nvestors had run their operations well in this country,
said
Abdul | ah.

He said Laos al so hoped t hat the Mal aysi an conpany whi ch had
been
awarded a contract to build a five-star hotel here could conplete it
by the
end of Septenber as it would be the venue for the forthcomnm ng Asean
Sunmi t
in Novenber. Laos will host the sunmit for the first tine.

Prior to the nedia conference, Abdull ah wi tnessed the signing of
a loan
agreenent totalling US$14 million for the Don Chan Pal ace Hotel and
Touri st
Conpl ex Proj ect between Export and I nmport Bank of Mal aysia and Sun
Tradi ng
Co Ltd.

Exi m Bank was represented by its chairman, Tan Sri O hman Mohd
Rijal,
whil e Sun Tradi ng was represented by its nmanagi ng director, Cheok
Ti am
Cheng.

Abdul I ah al so net Mal aysi ans currently working in Laos and



ext ended new
year greetings to those cel ebrating the Chi nese Lunar New Year
Sayi ng that he was satisfied with their contributions in hel ping
Mal aysia to be the fourth | argest investor in Laos, he said the
areas where
Mal aysi an conpani es coul d i nvest further were tourism
infrastructure
devel opnment, i nformati on and comruni cati on technol ogy, and human
resource
devel opnent .
He said the Joint Conmi ssion Meeting between Mal aysi a and Laos
woul d be
held in May this year to discuss foll ow up neasures on his
di scussions with
Vor achi t h t oday.
Abdul | ah al so paid a courtesy call on Loatian President Khantay
Si phandone.
This is the first visit by a Malaysian prine ninister to Laos
after it
becane a nenber of Asean in July 1997. Former Prime M nister Tun Dr
Mahat hi r Moharmad was here in 1994.
Abdul | ah was net on arrival at the Wattay International Airport
by
Laotian Deputy Prinme M ni ster and Foreign M ni ster Sonsavat
Lengsavad and
Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar, who arrived here | ast
ni ght.
Soon after his arrival, Abdullah headed for a wel com ng cerenony
at the
Nati onal Assenbly where he was greeted by Vorachith, who visited
Mal aysi a
in 2001.
H's visit to Laos is significant as Abdullah, then foreign
m ni ster,
had chaired the Asean M nisterial Meeting in Kuala Lunpur in 1997
t hat had
wi t nessed t he admi ssion of Laos and Myanmar as the ei ghth and ninth
menber s
of the regional grouping. Canbodia joined the fold two years | ater
Abdul I ah i s schedul ed to visit Phnom Penh, Hanoi and Yangon next
week
to conplete his courtesy calls,
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