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LI BERAL | SLAM C ADM NI STRATI ON STYLE MUST BE MAI NTAI NED, SAYS CM

KUCHI NG March 20 (Bernama) -- A liberal I|slanic adm nistration
style
whi ch has been practiced in this country for generations nust be
mei nt ai ned
to ensure prosperity and harnony anong t he peopl e.

Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahnud said the |ibera
I'slamc
adm nistration style practiced inthis country was not only capabl e
of
mai nt ai ni ng peace anong Mal aysi ans but al so rai se the i nage of |slam
in the
eyes of the world.

"I'n Mal aysia, we work hard to showcase a noderate |Islamc inage,
we
don't showrage to the Western world and we are not agai nst ot her
races. In
fact, we try to be on good terns to everyone as it is required by
our
religion," he said after the | aunchi ng cerenmony of the Kanmpung
Bandar shah
surau upgradi ng wor ks, near here | ast night.

Al so present was forner Agriculture Mnister Tan Sri Sul ai man
Daud,
State TourismM nister Datuk Seri Abang Johari Tun Qpeng and Soci al
Devel opnent and Urbani sati on Assi stant M ni ster Sharifah Mrdi ah
Tuanku
Fauzi .

Expl ai ning further, Abdul Taib said Ml aysia under the
| eader shi p of
the first Prime M nister Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra Al -Haj had strived
to
el evate the position of Islamthrough the establishment of the Asia
Pacific
Dakwah Counci| which was nmeant to spread t he teachings of Islamto
countries within the region.

"At first, it was hard for Islamto be received in certain
countries
I i ke New Gui nea because they | inked I sl amto vi ol ence. However, when
t hey
cane here and saw for thensel ves how | slamwas practiced in a
| i beral and
noder ate manner, they realised their negative perceptions on |slam
was
Wr ong.

"This proves that a sincere struggle receives the bl essings of
Al | ah.



The liberal Islanic adm nistration ways practiced by our | eaders
managed to
all ow foreigners to see Islamfroma fresh perspective," he said.

He said this was al so the case during Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad' s
adm ni stration where Mal aysi a managed to proved that not all Mislins
resorted to violence in the wake of the Sept 11 i nci dent New York.
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