29 JUL 2004
LI D- Open
LI D GETS UNDERWAY TODAY

LANGKAW , July 29 (Bername) -- The d obal 2004 Langkawi
I nt ernati onal
Di al ogue (LI D) gets underway today with participants set to
br ai nst orm over
how to use Smart Partnership to better the |l ot of their citizens,
especi ally in devel opi ng countri es.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi is scheduled to
arrive
later today and join 18 | eaders conpri sing presidents, prine
m ni sters,
entrepreneurs and a king to discuss ways to put into effect Smart
Part ner shi p pi oneered by Ml aysi a.

Besi des delivering a keynote address at a wel cone di nner toni ght
at the
Pel angi Beach resort, Abdullah would chair the di al ogue attended by
a
record 700 participants fromover 20 countries in the next three
days.

Earlier, he would open the d obal 2004 Mal aysi an Technol ogy and
Busi ness Showcase 2004 at the Berjaya Beach Resort and Spa, an
exhi bition
di spl ayi ng i ndustrial products and services, a newfeature of the
di al ogue.

The bi enni al dial ogue, initiated by former Prine Mnister Tun Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad in 1995, isintoits seventh edition this year

Thenmed "Towards a Smarter G obe - Reconciling Devel opnment
Chal | enges
with d obal Security Through Dialogue," it ains to create awar eness
t hat
Smart Partnership needs to be deepened to bring about a nore
meani ngful and
conpr ehensi ve benefits to the world' s citizens.

Anong t he notabl e | eaders attendi ng the di al ogue are Nami bi an
Pr esi dent
Dr SamNuj oma, | ast year's Southern African International Dial ogue
( SAI D)
host King Mswati |11 of Swazil and, South African Vi ce-President
Jacob G
Zuma and President Joaqui mAl berto Chi ssano of Mbyzanbi que.

Speci al interest groups ranging frompoliticians, civil
servants,
busi ness, | abour, social groups, nedia, as well as those involved in
arts
and culture woul d network and interact in a sprawl i ng marquee in an
i nformal manner.

The i ndustrial showcase of Ml aysi an products and services



called "LID
Showcase 2004" refl ects the country's emerging technol ogi es and
i ndustries
invarious fields, enconpassi ng research and devel opnent activities,
products, solutions and services.

Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak woul d dwel ve on
t he
Federal Land Devel opnent Authority (Fel da) and the devel opnment of
| and
schenes in Mal aysia, a success story that coul d be enul ated by
Sout h- Sout h
countri es.

Sci ence, Technol ogy and I nnovati ons M ni ster Datuk Dr Janal udi n
Jarjis
tol d Bernama yesterday that the LI D woul d enphasi se on the
chall enges to
devel op a nore equitable world in efforts to bridge the w deni ng gap
bet ween the rich and the poor.
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