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By: Um Hani Sharani and Rosyatimah Tuki mn

KUALA LUMPUR, July 15 (Bernama) -- Former Prime M nister Tun Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad says that a not abl e achi evenent of the Langkaw
I nternational Dialogue (LID) which has taken alife of its ownis
bringi ng
| eaders of nostly devel opi ng countries cl oser together.

"Mal aysia for exanple, is very well known in Africa and
simlarly we
know African countries and their | eaders nuch better," he said when
asked
to comment on the forthconing "Ad obal 2004 - Langkawi |nternationa
Di al ogue" at a corporate function Wednesday.

Dr Mahathir, the prine nmover for the dial ogue which began in
1995, said
that the LID, participated mainly by devel opi ng nati ons, has chal ked

up

sone achi evenents and was "glad that it is still going to go on."
"Well, it (LID) has certainly brought the | eaders of these

countries

very cl ose together," he said.

Fol | owi ng successful dial ogues between | eaders of devel opi ng
countries
especially fromAfricain Langkawi, the LI D spawned sim | ar editions
of the
di al ogue in African countries.

They have been hel d i n Bot swana, Nam bi a, Zi mbabwe, Mzanbi que,
Uganda
and Swazi | and.

It also led to regional dialogues in Barbados in 1996 and 1999.

The LID has al so given an opportunity for African | eaders to
meet nore
regularly and talk informally to each ot her about comon i ssues
affecting
the continent.

Wil e Dr Mahat hir has played host to all the dial ogues in
Langkawi , he
woul d be an invited guest at the upcom ng LID after having stepped
down as
Prime Mnister in October |ast year.

In Swaziland | ast year, Dr Mahathir was conferred a status of
Fel | ow
Emeritus in recognition of his contribution to the Commbnwealth
Part nership
Technol ogy Managenent (CPTM.

The London-based CPTM puts toget her the annual dial ogue both in
Mal aysi a and Africa.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi woul d host this



year's
di al ogue thened "Towards a smarter gl obe -- Reconciling devel opnent
chal | enges wi th gl obal security through dial ogue. "

The | ast dialogue in Africa was hosted by King Mswati 111 of
Swazi | and
inthe capital city of Ezulwini.

Dr Mahat hir al so said that knowi ng each nmenber well enough is
already a
positive outcone of the LID.

"In addition to that, we see changes taking place in Africa and
we have
| earned fromAfrica about problens that they faced which we can
avoi d," he
sai d.

The constant interaction between the | eaders and top corporate
officials I ed to some maj or conpani es investing in Africa such as
Tel ekom
Mal aysi a, Renong, YTL Corporation and Sout hern Bank Bhd.

Dr Mahathir said the LID might not see nuch of trade i ssues
bei ng
di scussed as Iraq is still on everybody's m nd.

Thi s was unlike the dial ogue i n Swazil and where | eaders i ssued
t he
Ezul wi ni statenent to be givento the Wrld Trade Organi zati on (WO
ahead
of its ministerial meeting in Cancun, Mexico, in Septenber.

In the statenment, the | eaders called on the WIOto ensure
fairness and
justice in world trade for everyone and i nsisted there shouldn't be
access
for the products of devel oped countries unless there was equa
access for
products of devel opi ng countri es.

"Well, at the nonent tal ki ng about trade is not worth while
because
everybody is focused on Iraq,” Dr Mahathir said. -- BERNAVA
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