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LI D LOOKS TO EFFECTI NG SMART PARTNERSHI P

LANGKAW , July 30 (Bernama) -- The second day of the Langkaw
I nternational Di al ogue saw partici pants wasting no tine to get down
to
brass tacks on the business of effecting smart partnership, a
novenent
pi oneer ed by Mal aysi a anong sout h-sout h countri es.

Top on their agenda was tackling poverty and howto go about it
effectively. Wil e the atnosphere was i nfornmal, the tone was serious
as
nati onal | eaders, politicians and corporate chieftains, searched for
way's
to concretise a nunber of business proposals.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi said various
i ssues
wer e di scussed but poverty was nuch tal ked- about .

Saying that it was not an easy task, he added that the Ml aysi an
government took nore than 30 years to bring down the poverty rate to
five
per cent from52 per cent.

Hi s deputy, Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, cited |land reformas a
way out
of poverty.

"W can show what we have done in Mal aysi a and perhaps they can
use
el ements of our experience in their own country,” he said.

Dat uk Abdul Wahid Omar, Goup Chief Executive O ficer of Tel ekom
Mal aysi a Bhd, sai d busi nesses shoul d support governnents i n poverty
eradi cati on because t hose whi ch i gnored such soci al responsibilities
wer e
unlikely to sustain.

Former Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d | eaders of
devel opi ng countries who had taken part in the smart partnership
di al ogue
now had a cl earer understandi ng to better adm ni ster and devel op
their
countries concer ned.

Uganda, which has just rolled out its 10-year strategi c socio-
econoni c
devel opnent plan, is one good exanpl e.

It has rolled out the red carpet for Ml aysian investors to take
advant age of the trenendous busi ness opportunities in place for
Uganda had
adopt ed many i nvestment incentives after those in Mal aysia, said
Vi ce- President Prof G lbert Bukenya.

And | i ke Zanbi an Vi ce-President Dr Nevers Munba, he al so sounded
out a



warning that if the poverty in Africa was not overcone, it could
affect the
whol e worl d.

Wth just one nore day before the dial ogue ends on Saturday, the
partici pants are expected to give one final push to seek ways to
effect a
smarter globe, especially in poverty eradication, which is the key
t owar ds
gl obal security as well.
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