11 MAY 2004
Mahat hi r-Uni ted Nations
MAHATHI R THERE | S NO NEW WORLD ORDER

KUALA LUVMPUR, May 11 (Bernamm) -- There is no New Wrld Order today,
only the Od Wrld Oder where mght is right and the Devil takes the
hi ndnost .

That was Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad's nessage to the Diners' O ub of the
Armed Forces Staff Coll ege at a hotel here today.

In his speech, "United Nations and the New Wrld Oder", the former
Prime Mnister said the United Nations (UN) had failed to serve all its
nenber states and hel p right the wongs perpetrated on i nnocent peopl e.

"I't has been hijacked by a fewto serve their cause, or, if these few
cannot hijack it, it is bypassed and i gnored," he told 150 students
including 31 officers from26 contries who are working towards their
diploma in Strategic Defence Studi es at the Mal aysi an Arned Forces Staff
Col I ege.

For exanpl e, Dr Mahathir said, two of the foundi ng menbers, the United
States and the United Ki ngdom decided "to conpletely ignore the United
Nations and attack Iraq under the pretext of (an) Iraqi threat to use
weapons of mass destruction against Britain within 45 m nutes of the order
bei ng gi ven by Saddam Hussein."

He warned that if the U.S. and coalition countries succeeded in
carrying out aregine changeinlragqusing mlitary force, in future "The
United States and the coalition countries, particularly oldinperialists
like Britain, woul d be busy invadi ng one country after another to carry out
regi ne change."

In that case, he said, "The United Nations woul d be sinmply irrel evant."

Turning to the war in Pal estine since 1948, Dr Mahat hir poi nted out
that the Palestinians first "triedtoregaintheir | and by appealing to
worl d opinion, to the United Nations."

"The appeal s went unheeded, " he said, so with other Arab countries they
fought a conventional war.

That failed, he recalled, and I srael annexed Pal estinian | and whi ch
t hey had conquer ed.

"l srael believes it can defeat the Pal estinians by out-terrorising the
Pal estinians,” Dr Mahathir said.

"Until the world recognises that thereis really no difference between
conventional and unconventional terrorism" he warned, "there i s not goi ng
to be peace in the world."

"Only a denocratic United Nations can resolve the problemw th justice
and fairness and end all fornms of terror,” Mihathir said.

And si nce the big powers have rendered the UNinmpotent through their
undenocrati c ways, he concluded, "It is they who nust reformthensel ves and
subscribe to a United Nations-sponsored, denocratic resolution of conflicts
via the conference table."

Respondi ng to questions after his speech, Dr Mahathir said he di d not
want to becone UN Secretary-General because "You are under the thunb of
ot her peopl e and not able to do anything the permanent five will not |isten
to you."

US of fi ce asked whet her Asean woul d consi der beconing a junior partner
of the UNto forma regional security force.

Dr Mahathir replied that security was not dealt entirely with the use
of force but al so by di pl omati c nmeans, by finding the reason for probl ens
and trying to resolve them



Guests at the function i ncluded Deputy Defence M ni ster Datuk Zai nal
Abidin Zin, Chief of the Arned Forces, Jen Tan Sri Mhd Zahi di Zai nuddi n,
the Armed Forces Staff Coll ege Commandent, Brig Jen Datuk Jam | Rais
Abdul I ah, col | ege board nenbers and f or mer comuandant s.

The Diners' Cub invites prom nent speakers to address themtwo or
three times a year.
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