04 APR 2004
Mahat hir-Victory
MAHATHI R ATTRI BUTES BN S RESOUNDI NG VI CTORY TO ABDULLAH S LEADERSHI P

KUALA LUMPUR, April 4 (Bernama) -- Former prime mnister Tun Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad toni ght attri buted the Bari san Nasional (BN)'s
resoundi ng
victory to the | eadership of his successor, Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahrmad

Badaw .

He said the setting up of the Puteri Umo wi ng was anot her
factory
contributing to the BN s | andslide victory in the recent 11th
genera
el ection.

"This time around the BN recei ved over 90 per cent of the votes,
an
extraordi nary achi evenent i ndeed. | did an anal ysis and di scovered
many

factors attributing to the achievenent,"” he said in his keynote
address at
the 10t h anni versary di nner of the Cheras Umo here.

"The main reason is the | eadership of Abdullah and the Puteri
Umo
wi ng," he said.

He said the fact that the opposition PAS did not have i ssues to
be
exploited in the general election also helpedto swing the votes to
t he BN.

Dr Mahathir said the nove by PAS to spin old records such as the
"kafir-mengkafir" issues had backfired, causing it to | ose the
support of
many of its supporters.

"Anot her factor could be because I'mno | onger the prine
m nister," he
said to the | aughter of those present.

He al so said Umo had stood the test of tine and remai ned strong
to
t hese days because of its politics of willing to share power with
ot her
political parties in the country.

Dr Mahat hir said this philosophy had brought many good to the
country
internms of security and devel opnent.

Thi s woul d not be easy to achieve in a country wth various
races such
as Mal aysi a, he said.
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