22 MAY 2004

MAHATH R REGULAR CHECKS MAY PREVENT ABUSE OF DOVESTI C HELPERS

KUALA LUVWPUR, May 22 (Bernama) -- Regul ar checks on foreign
domestic
hel pers i n Mal aysia can hel p protect themfromabuse, former prine
m ni ster
Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d today.

"Peopl e shoul d check on what happens to these people who are
enpl oyed, "
he tol d reporters when asked about the viol ence agai nst 19-year-old
I ndonesi a Ni rmal a Bonat whi ch was reported on May 20.

"Per haps regul ar reporting would stop this kind of thing," told
reporters after visiting the National Planetariumhere.

Asked about the suggestion by Umo branch and di vi si on nenbers
that the
party's vice-president's posts be deci ded by consensus, Dr Mahathir
sai d,
"It's up to them

"I'f they feel Iike having no contest, it's their decision," he
sai d,
stressing that he i s nowjust an ordinary menber.

"It is not for ne to decide. | amal ready out of circulation,"”
he
added.
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