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Mahat hi r - UTP

MALAYSI A HAS BECOME | NTERNATI ONAL PETROLEUM OPERATOR THROUGH
KNOWLEDGE

BANDAR SERI | SKANDAR, Perak, April 1 (Bernama) -- Tun Dr
Mahat hi r
Mohamad sai d t oday Mal aysi a has becone a renowned i nt ernati onal
pet rol eum
operator because it has been wi se enough to | earn and master the
rel evant
petrol eumtechnol ogy and know edge in the field.

"I'n view of this wi se approach, even though we have only snal
reserves
of oil, still we have been successful in becom ng a renowned
i nternati onal
petrol eumoperator,” the former Prine M nister said during his
installation
as the Chancel l or of the Universiti Teknol ogi Petronas (UTP) at its
canpus
her e.

He said Mal aysia did not opt for the easy way by all owi ng ot hers
to
extract the oil and the country just waiting to collect the nmoney
fromits
sal e.

Dr Mahathir said this was different fromthe situation in
several other
countries which had been endowed with a variety of natural resources
but
their peoples did not benefit in anyway due to the | ack of know edge
and
instead were | eft dependi ng on others to exploit the resources.

Dr Mahathir, who is al so the Petronas Adviser, was conferred an
honorary doctorate i n Engi neering and Technol oyg at a speci al
convocation
hel d in conjunction with the installation.

Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, Perak Menteri Besar Datuk Ser
Taj ol Rosl
Ghazali and the UTP's two Pro Chancellors Tan Sri Azizan Zai nu
Abi di n and
Tan Sri Mohd Hassan Marican were al so present.

Turning to local institutions of higher |earning, Dr Mahathir
said at
present there were 17 governnent universities in the country
conpared to
just five in the past and so the opportunities were wi de open to all
to
acqui re and naster know edge in all fields.

This university (UTP) was one of the side benefits that had



accrued
fromthis inportant petrol eumindustry which itself woul d not have
cone
about without the rel evant know edge i n engi neeri ng, geol ogy,
mat hemati cs
and ot her disciplines, Dr Mahathir said.

He expressed the hope that the UTP woul d contri bute towards
enhanci ng
the country's efficiency and know edge in the m neral industry and
al so
enabl e forei gn students to help their countries devel op t he natural
resources for their benefit.

The former Prine Mnister rem nded Mal aysi ans that there was no
limt
to acquiring know edge, with all the nodern facilities available to
them
such as the Internet and the universal systemof witing.
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