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MALAYSI A | S SENEGAL' S " REFERENCE FOR DEVELOPMENT" - AMBASSADOR

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 14 (Bernamm)-- Senegal is using Mal aysia as a
reference for its own devel opnent, its Anbassador here Amadou Faye
said

t oday.
He tol d Bernama that Senegal had hi gh respect and regards for
Mal aysi a

and considered it a nodel Islanmic State.

As a mark of confidence in Malaysia, Senegal opened its first
enbassy
in Asean in Kual a Lunmpur in 2000.

"Two weeks after the opening our President, M Abdoul aye Wade,
visited
Mal aysia officially," he said

"I have the honour to be the first Senegal Ambassador to
Mal aysi a, " he
added.

Amadou sai d Mal aysi a had progressed tremendously particularly in
t he
| ast two decades and Senegal and al so all African countries could
learn a
ot fromthe Mal aysi an experi ence.

He sai d devel opnent was now a priority not only in his country
but al so
inall of Africa.

"W have initiated what is known as a New Partnership for
African
Devel opnent (NEPAD) where for the first tinme Africans are pl anni ng
and
i npl enenting their own projects without interference fromcol oni al
mast er s.

In this Mal aysia played an i nportant rol e through the south-
south
cooperationinitiated by the honourabl e Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, the
f ormer
Prime Mnister.

Amadou sai d, for exanple, many Islamic countries including his
own
would like to learn fromMal aysi a' s managenent of its pilgrins to
the Holy
Land t hrough the Pil gri ns Managenent and Fund Board (Tabung Haji).

"We are really inpressed with the way Tabung Haji provides
servi ces and
training to pilgrinm and Mal aysian pilgrins are greatly respected
for their
di scipline in Mecca during the Haj season," he said.

Senegal sends 7,000 to 8,000 pilgrins to Mecca annual ly.



Amadou sai d Senegal as the host of the next Islanmic sunmit
conf erence
of the A Cin 2006 was keen to know how Mal aysi a organi sed and
managed t he
last OCsunmt in Putrajaya | ast Cctober.

H s country was al so keen to i npl enent ot her devel opment
proj ects and
for this it had enlisted the services of the forner Kual a Lunpur

Mayor, Tan
Sri Elyas Omar to advise the President and t he Governnent of
Senegal

Tan Sri El yas who was the Datuk Bandar from 1981 to 1992 has
been
appoi nt ed Speci al advi sor to the Presi dent and Gover nnent of Senega
with
effect fromJan 1.
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