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Syri a- Rel ati ons
MALAYSI A- SYRI A RELATI ONS CONTI NUE TO GROW

By: Mohd zZahari Morad

DAMASCUS, May 5 (Bernama) -- Malaysia's relations with Syria
cont i nue
togrowin various fields particularly after the opening of its
enbassy
here two years ago, said the country's anbassador here Dat uk
Abdul | ah Sani
Omar .

He sai d Mal aysi a established diplomatic relations with Syriain
1958
but a resident enbassy was opened here only in 2002.

Rel ati ons between the two countries who are nenbers of the
Organi sati on
of the Islanmic Conference (O C) and t he Non- Al i gned Moverrent (NAM
becane
even closer following the visit of forner Prine Mnister Tun Dr
Mahat hi r
Mohamad i n August | ast year.

There was still roomfor expanded cooperation in trade, tourism
education and research, he told the Mal aysi an press corps now here
to cover
the state visit of Their Majesties the Yang di - Pertuan Agong and t he
Raj a
Per mai suri Agong who arrive here tonorrow.

Trade between the two countries anounted to just RM687.9 million
| ast
year and with the bal ance of trade in Mal aysia's favour

Mal aysia's exports to Syria were mainly pal moil and wooden
furniture.

Mal aysia i nported only RML.5 nmillion worth of cotton and spices
from
Syria | ast year, the anmbassador said.

Sani who is Malaysia's first resident ambassador here, said
there was
much potential for Mal aysian i nvestors here such as in the ICT
sector.

Syria | ooked upon Mal aysia as a nodel Islamic nationin the area
of
devel opment and noreover Syria occupied a strategic |ocation which
coul d be
the gateway for the West Asian market, he said

He said Mal aysi an i nvestors coul d take advantage of the efforts
of the
Syrian Governnment to develop its I CT industry.

Mal aysia so far is involved in a nunber of ICT projects in Syria
such
as through the Multi nedi a Devel oprment Cor poration (MDC) whi ch had



i mpl erented the Smart School project in two schools on a pil ot
basi s.

The MDC was al so i nvol ved in the devel opnent of the Smart Card
for the
Tax Department of the Syrian Mnistry of Finance and through a
consortium
of Mal aysi an and Syrian conpani es, the MDC woul d upgrade t he
conput er
systemof the Syrian Custons Depart nent.

Sani al so sai d a Mal aysi an conpany had shown interest in
devel oping a
nonorail project in Syria at a cost of RVMBOO mllion.

He said Mal aysi an i nvestors could also build hotels in Syria
whil e tour
packages coul d al so be organi sed for Mal aysians to visit Syria which
was
richinlslamc Cvilisation

He said Malaysia's Multimedia University was hel ping the Syrian
Governnent to set up a simlar university inthis country while 300
Mal aysi ans were pursuing tertiary education in Syria.

The anbassador said Mal aysians in Syria and the people of Syria
wer e
| ooking forward to the state visit of Tuanku Syed Siraj uddi n Tuanku
Syed
Putra Jamal ul l ai | and Tuanku Fauzi ah Tengku Abdul Rashid. This is
their
first state visit to Syria.
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