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Mbggi e- Ret i r emrent
MALAYSI A' S LONGEST SERVI NG M NI STER CALLS | T A DAY

By: Azman U ang

KUALA LUVPUR, March 26 (Bernama) -- Wen t he new Cabi net |ine-up
is
announced t onorrow, one nane whi ch has been a permanent fixture for
t he
| ast 25 years under three prime nministers will not be onthe list --
Dat uk
Amar Leo Moggi e.

Mbggi e st epped down as president of Parti Bansa Dayak Sarawak
( PBDS)
| ast year and di d not contest Sunday's general el ection, nmarking the
end of
an era for Mal aysia's | ongest serving Cabi net mnister.

When he was pl ucked out of relative obscurity in 1978 to join
t he
Cabi net of then prinme mnister Tun Hussein Onn, Moggi e, who hails
froma
far-flung | onghouse i n Sarawak's Kanowit district, becane the
youngest
mnister at 37 years ol d.

" When | first joined the Cabinet in 1978 | was the youngest at
37. Now

25 years later | amone of the oldest. Certainly |I |leave with m xed
feelings but | have enjoyed ny time in the Cabinet," saidthe
out goi ng

M ni ster of Energy, Conmunication and Multinediain an interview
with
Ber nama.

Moggie is the only minister in the outgoing Cabinet to have
served
under three prime mnisters, three years under Hussein, 22 years
under Tun
Dr Mahat hir Mbharmad and the | ast five nonths under Datuk Ser
Abdul I ah
Ahmad Badawi .

Asked to describe his three bosses, he said: " Cbviously each
person
has slightly different style of doing things. The three prine
mnisters
have been nen of sterling qualities and have been very dedi cated to
their
j obs".

" Tun Hussein was a very good and ni ce boss to work for, Dr
Mahathir is
a visionary and very inspiring | eader, so you can understand why it
is very
i mportant for you to keep pace with what's goi ng on ot herw se you



woul d be
unabl e to make any contributions to his governnent.
" Datuk Seri Abdullah is a very caring and hunbl e personality,
again
slightly different personality but the conmon factor for these
| eaders is
that they are dedicated to this country, to make sure this country
progr ess

so well, to nmake sure the various races and communities m x and get
al ong
with each other so well. | think this country has been very

privileged and
very lucky to have | eadership of this calibre,” he said.

Mbggi e said he felt "very confortable" wi th Abdullah as prine
m ni ster.

" I'"msure the general populationis also very confortable. You
can see
that by the response he gets, by the reception he gets fromthe
ordi nary
man in the street, the ordinary man in the kampung (village), the
concern
of the ordinary man is very uppernost in his presentation and this
is very
good and | hope that we all give himthe full backing so that he can
proceed with the progranmes he has put in place", he said of
Abdul | ah who
has just |l ed the Barisan Nasional to a nassive victory in the
genera
el ection.

Throughout his tenure in the Cabinet, Mggie was posted to only
two
m nistries, both of which he has served tw ce, swappi ng places with
Dat uk
Seri S. Sany Vellu, the Works M ni ster.

They are the M nistry of Wirks and the Mnistry of Energy,
Conmuni cation and Multi Media, formerly known as M ni stry of Energy,
Tel ecommuni cati ons and Post s. Moggie is well-1iked by the energy
sector
and t el ecommuni cation industry for his inspiring | eadership and for
havi ng
a very good grasp of the i ssues at hand, a point which al so endears
himto
the medi a.

Asked on this, he said dealing with the comuni cati ons i ndustry
t hese
days required himto be al ways on his toes because the issues were
becom ng
nore conplicated with the rapidly changi ng technol ogy.

" When we deal with comunications industry now particularly in
this
noder n phase, it's much nore conplicated, you are dealing both in
service



sector and al so you are dealing a lot with international trade
i ssues. You
are dealing a lot on technol ogy i ssues and these are i ssues which
are not
that easy to keep up to date with.

"1 know !l find that | have to make sure that |I keep track of
what is
happeni ng globally on this type of technol ogy. | have fortunately
sone very
good young advisers in the mnistry who read for me and they give ne
sunmary on a daily basis the trends of technol ogy growth and that's
how I ' m
able to at | east appreciate alittle bit on what is happening
wor | dwi de, "
he said.

As he put it: " Coviously it would be very difficult for me if |
wer e
not to have that kind of support fromthe various staff structure |
have".

" And again | findin ny 25 years in the federal governnent, |
have
al ways had very good relations with the staff that are in the
mnistry. |
hope they share the sane perception when they | ook at nme as |
certainly
feel the same way in dealing with thent

Mbggi e said when he started out in the Cabinet, the issues in
t he
conmuni cati ons i ndustry and t he technol ogy were nuch si npl er but now
the
i ndustry was novi ng very, very quickly.

' The trends of technol ogy change very, very quickly, so one
needs to
keep track of it to be able to foll owwhat goes on. Sinmilarly with
regards
tothe electricity industry, there's been sone changes in ithe | ast
25
years," he said.

But Moggi e said while Ml aysia had progressed to attain first
wor | d
standard in sonme of its infrastructures |ike hi ghways and

t el ecomuni cati ons, Ml aysians still have a long way to go in
achi evi ng
first world mai ntenance cul ture.
" Obviously if you | ook around there's still alot to be desired
in

achieving that. It's a challenge to us as people of this country,
for
instance thinks like public toilets," he asaid.

He said while building good quality infrastrcutre was inportant,
Mal aysi ans nust learn that it was equally inportant to make sure
that theye



were used well, maintain well and operate well.

"Ctherwi se they are not giving you the good qual kity that yopu
expec.
yes, | think there's still alot that needs to be done in this
counbtry, "
he said.

By the sane token, while Ml aysia's highways |ike the North-
Sout h
hi ghway was t he nation's pride, people running the hi ghway must know
how t o
prevent things |ike the collapse of slopes that coul d cause greater
damage
as sections of the highway had to be closed for nonths, he said in
citing
anot her exanpl e of the mai ntenance cul ture of Ml aysi ans.

He was al so asked about his post-retirenent plans and whet her he
pl ans
toreturn to Sarawak after 25 years naki ng Kual a Lunmpur hi s horne.

"1 have no definite plans in terns what to do after | retire.

But of

course, very likely I'lIl be spending nore tine in Kuala Lunpur than
in

Sar awak. Cbviously Sarawak wi || always be honme, | still maintain a

| onghouse i n Sarawak, our fanmily home in the | onghouse.
" When | think of Sarawak as hone, that's hone to nme (| onghouse)
because | don't have other place in Sarawak ot her than the
| onghouse. Hone
i s longhouse. OF coursel'malittle bit older now, staying in the
| onghouse might be alittle bit difficult for me at my age. But if |
wer e
to think of home that's where | go".
- - BERNAMA
AU AU
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