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Satel | ite-RazakSAT
MALAYSI A' S SECOND M CROSATELLI TE " RAZAKSAT" ALMOST READY

JOHOR BAHARU, Feb 17 (Bernama) -- The country's second microsatellite
"RazakSAT" has successfully conpl eted the "Flight Mdel - Manufacturing
Readi ness Review (FM MRR) in Daejeon, South Korea | ast week.

Managi ng Di rector of Astronautic Technol ogy (M sia) Sdn Bhd (ATSB), Dr
Ahmad Sabirin Arshad said the success of the FM MRR process neant that
RazakSAT coul d now enter the final phase which is the construction of the
flight nodel to be launched into outer space.

Formerly known as MACSAT ( Medi um Aperture Canera Satellite), it was
renaned RazakSAT by the then Prinme M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanad on Aug
7 last year in honour of the late Tun Abdul Razak Hussein, Ml aysia's
second Prime Mnister.

RazakSAT is the result of a collaboration between ATSB and SaTReci of
Sout h Kor ea.

"After discussions and planning via the FMMRR, part of the
manuf act uri ng and component install ations of RazakSAT will be done in
Mal aysi a.

"The final integration process for all of the satellite's conponents
will also be fully done in Malaysia," he said in a statenent to Bernama
here today.

Razak SAT woul d be the country's second earth-imaging satellite after
Ti ungSAT- 1 whi ch was | aunched by ATSB fromt he Bai konur Cosnodr one,
Kazakhstan on Sept 26, 2000.

Ahmad Sabirin said before the FM MRR phase, RazakSAT whi ch wei ghs | ess
t han 200kg had al ready undergone two phases -- the engineering nodel and
qualification nodel.

Razak SAT had the capability to produce panchromatic i mages with a
2.5-metre resolution and also a five-metre nulti-spectral imge. Both
features woul d anong ot hers, be used to do i nfrastructure mappi ng, nonitor
shi ppi ng routes, do geol ogy mappi ng and mari ne ecosystemnonitoring.

He said 16 Mal aysi an aeronauti cal engi neers have been working with
t heir Sout h Korean counterparts to construct RazakSAT whi ch was expected to
be launched into orbit in the second quarter of next year.

On the satellite' s positionin orbit after the | aunch, he sai d RazakSAT
woul d be pl aced 600 or 700kmfromearth in a Near Equatorial Obit (NEO
posi tion.
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