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Mal aysi an Wonren - Al DS
Mal aysi an Wonen Targeted I n Fight Agai nst Al DS

MELBOURNE, April 26 (Bernama) -- Malaysia's Health Mnistry is
provi di ng strong support for the awareness canpaignin HV
prevention, but
ot her Gover nment agenci es have been slowto realise AIDSis not just
a
nmedi cal problem the Mal aysi an Al DS Council President Datuk Marina
Mahat hi r
sai d.

Marina, who presented a paper at the Wrld Conference on Health
Pronoti on and Heal t h Educati on t hat opened here today, said
ext endi ng
ri ghts and educati on for wonmen and gi ving themchoices in their
l'ives was
one way the fight agai nst Al DS was bei ng waged i n Mal aysi a.

She sai d that knowi ng about the risks associated with Al DS was
not
suf ficient to change behavi our i n wonen.

Wonen, particularly young wonmen, were the focus of efforts to
reduce an
i ncreasing rate of diagnosed H V-positive cases in her country, she
sai d.

Mari na said that al though wonen conprised fewer than 1, 000 of
the
57,000 reported cases, their rate of infection was i ncreasing faster
t han
for mal es.

Echoi ng the experience of other countries plagued by AIDS, the
i ndications were that the virus in Mal aysia was starting to nove out
of the
drug popul ation -- a counting for 72 per cent of H V-positive cases
-- and
into the general populatin, she said.

"We've done a lot to pronote wonen's rights and options and talk
about
heal th because it had been really hard for themto get realistic
information," she told the Age newspaper

"For a long tine a lot of wonen had no idea that they were at

al

vul nerable. W tried to open their eyes to the fact that wonen are
very

vul ner abl e because you real ly depend on nen usi ng condons so t hat
you don't

get infected."

Safe sex was a difficult issue for wonmen to negotiate with their
mal e
partners, she said. Al though condons were wi dely available in



Mal aysi a,
there was great reluctance to use them

"Sone people think it is not allowed in our (Muslim religion or
t hat
it doesn' nake it pleasurable,” she said.

It was a myth that condomuse was forbidden for religious
reasons, "so
we are trying to get the people to understand that there i s nothing

wr ong
withit."
One approach was to run training workshops on safe sex for
religious
| eaders, she said.
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