21 MAR 2004
El ection-Pol |'i ng
MALAYSI ANS GO TO THE POLLS W TH BN EXPECTI NG STRONG MANDATE

KUALA LUMPUR, March 21 (Bernama) -- Mal aysians go to the polls
today in
the country's 11th general electionwi th the ruling Barisan Nasi onal
(BN)
expecting a huge mandate fromthe people for the new | eadership of
Prime
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi .

The 14-nenber coalition has asked the 10.28 million voters out
of a
popul ati on of 23 mllion to provide Abdul |l ah, who assuned office
f our
nont hs ago, with a solid, five-year termas an endorsenent for his
peopl e-centred policies and programmes.

Sone 7,300 polling centres mainly in schools and comunity halls
Wil |
open from8amto S5pmfor the voters to cast their votes.

Atotal of 202 parlianentary and 493 state seats are up for
gr abs,
nostly one-on-one contests between BN and the mai n opposition
parties --

PAS, DAP and Keadi | an.

The BN got off to a rousing start on noni nati on day | ast
Sat ur day,
wi nning 14 parlianentary and seven state seats uncontested.

It bagged another three parliamentary and four state seats when
opposi ng candi dat es backed out within the subsequent three-day
cool i ng
peri od.

PAS sprang a surprise when it captured a state seat in Johor on
nom nati on day uncont est ed, bl ocki ng anot her possi bl e BN cl ean sweep
in the
birth state of Umo, which fornms the backbone of BN

The coalition has been in power since | ndependence in 1957
first under
t he Peri kat an banner before expandi ng to becone a national front to
i ncl ude
nmenbers from Sabah and Sar awak

Abdul I ah, who is leading the BN for the first time in a general
el ection after taking over fromTun Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, has
appealed to
voters to cone out in full force to cast their ballots in the first
genera
election in the new m | ennium

Weat her is expected to be fair throughout the country in the
nor ni ng
whi | e Sabah and Sarawak coul d experience i sol ated showers in the



af t er noon.
Wth polling day coinciding with the Formul a One Mal aysi an Grand
Prix,
Transport M nister Datuk Seri Chan Kong Choy has advi sed t hose goi ng
for
the race in Sepang to vote early before heading for the circuit.
Al t hough needi ng nerely another 93 seats for a sinple majority
in
Par | i anent, anal ysts have predicted a thunmping victory for the BNto
possi bly control 80 per cent of the 219-seat Dewan Rakyat.
However, Abdul |l ah has warned party workers agai nst being
conpl acent
with the early no-contest victories, show ng the way by | eadi ng BN
canpai gns in his hone-state Penang and nei ghbouri ng Kedah and Per ak.
Inafinal push to the BN s determined bid to west back
Ter engganu and
Kel antan from PAS, Abdul | ah has stepped-up the BN s campaign in the
two
East Coast states by neeting the people in the | ast two days before

pol I'i ng.

The ei ght - day canpai gni ng peri od ended at the stroke of m dni ght
yest er day.

Inthe last 10th Parlianment di ssolved on March 4, the BN had 152
seat s,

PAS 26, DAP 10 and Keadil an 5.

The El ecti on Conmi ssion hoped to achi eve 90 per cent turnout as
conpared to between 70 and 75 per cent in the last election

It said the electoral roll had been cleaned up and the nanes of
voters
who had di ed have been taken out.

About 200, 000 votes will be cast via post conprising 113, 000
fromthe
arned forces, 83,000 fromthe police and 2,500 di pl omats and
st udent s
over seas.

The EC expects to get the first result by 7.30pmand sone state
governments may even be formed by 10pm

Sone 56, 000 policenen, including 8,000 reserves, will be
depl oyed
nati onwi de to mai ntain peace and order

Abdul I ah is being chal |l enged by Abdul Khalid Rasid of PAS in
Kepal a
Bat as, which he has represented since 1978.

Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak is up agai nst
anot her
PAS hopeful, Brig Jen (Rtd) Datuk Zakaria Dahl an, in Pekan while MCA
presi dent Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting faces DAP's Tan Hang Meng in the
new
constituency of Tanjung Piai in Johor.

M C president Datuk Seri S.Sanmy Vellu is defending his Sungai
Si put
seat in a three-cornered fight agai nst S.Ponnugam of DAP and Dr



D. Jeyakunar
of Keadi | an.
Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr Li mKeng Yaik is being
chal | enged by
DAP' s Nga Hock Cheh in his bid to retain the Bruas seat in Perak
On the opposition front, PAS president Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi
Awang i s
engaged in a repeat clash with BN s Dat uk Abdul Rahrman Bakar to
defend his
Marang parliamentary seat.
DAP chairman LimKit Siang is trying to nake a parlianmentary
coneback
by chal I engi ng i ncunmbent Thong Fah Chong of BN in | poh Tinor.
Keadi | an president Datin Seri Wan Azi zah Isnail is being
chal | enged by
former chief i mamof Masjid Negara Datuk Pirdaus Isnmail, the BN
fl agbearer
i n Permat ang Pauh.
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