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Mal aysi ans- Pol
MALAYSI ANS LOVE SOCCER, DETEST BUSH, LOATHE SHARON

By: Ravi chandran D. J. Pau
KUALA LUMPUR, June 27 (Bernama) -- A poll conducted on the Iikes
and
di sl i kes of Ml aysi ans shows the sports they | ove nost is soccer and
t he
| eaders they nost dislike are US President George W Bush and | srael
Prime
M ni ster Ariel Sharon, who are no strangers to hate polls.
The poll was conducted by the International Islanic University
of
Mal aysia (11 U) Research Centre in April using 1,140 respondents
sel ected
random y from Peni nsul ar Ml aysi a.
The respondents conpri sed 805 Mal ays, 273 Chi nese, 62 I ndians
and
others with their nunbers reflecting tha racial conposition of the
popul ace. Al nost half of the respondents in this poll were wonen.
The pol | al so found Ml aysi ans showi ng their antipathy for other
| eaders including British Prinme Mnister Tony Blair, deposed Iraqi
Pr esi dent SaddamHussein, Thailand's Prinme M ni ster Thaksin
Shi nawat r a,
I ndonesi an Presi dent Megawati Sukarnoputeri and even forner
Mal aysi an Prime
M ni ster Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad. However the percentage was snal | .
The head of the Research Centre Prof Datuk Dr Syed Arabi Idid
who
coordi nated the poll said in the open poll the respondents were
asked as to
the world | eaders they disliked nost.
Nevert hel ess, the ones who got the actual honours were Bush with
54
percent of the respondents nom nating him Sharon trailing behind
with 12
percent and Saddam 5 percent, he said.
According to Syed Arabi, Bush and Sharon were al so at the top of
t he
list inthe previous two polls conducted by I1Ulast Cctober and
January.
I n anot her closed poll with the same sanple size, with only 479
mal es
and 363 fenal e respondi ng, Syed Arabi said they were asked about
their nost
favourite sports event fromseven events |listed - football
badni nt on,
netbal I, tennis, volley ball, swimmng and westling.
Surprisingly Ml aysi ans dislike westling.
Preponderance for soccer was obvious with 32 percent of



respondent s
going for it, followed by badm nton (17 percent), and netball (seven
percent).

The poll al so showed Mal aysi an wonmen were nore keen in five
sporting
events conpared with their countrynen.

Mal aysi an wonmen were nore keen than nen in badmi nton with 25
per cent
(rmen 11 percent), netball 15 percent (one percent), tennis four
per cent
(three percent), volley ball six percent (one percent), and sw mm ng
f our
percent (two percent). About 13 percent of the women were keen in
footbal |,
but the response for westling was nil

The pol | also found that 39 percent of the Mal ay respondents
favour ed
footbal |, Chinese (13 percent), Indians and others (26 percent)
while for
badm nton, Ml ays 15 percent, Chinese 22 percent and Indians 19
percent and
for netball Ml ays nine percent, Chinese, Indians and others two
percent.

The 11U conducts polls periodically on various i ssues to gauge
Mal aysi ans' stand on these i ssues and their |ikes and dislikes.
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