10 MAR 2004
El ecti on- Mahat hi r
MALAYSI ANS REJECT EXTREM ST FORM OF | SLAM SAYS TUN MAHATHI R

KUALA LUWPUR, March 10 (Bernama) -- Umo has al ways defeated PAS in
previ ous general el ections because Mal aysi ans rej ect an extrem st formof
Islam former Prinme Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanad sai d t oday.

"We consider Islamas a basic Islam fundanmental Islam..and not an
i rpedi ment to the devel opment of the country to healthy living, to good
rel ati ons, peace and harnony even anong Muslins and non-Mislins," he told
reporters after launching the Islamc Arts MuseumConservati on Centre here.

He said that the Barisan Nasional (BN) would do better in the com ng
general el ection since PAS had no nore issues to grab the attention of the
vot ers.

Dr Mahathir said that it was up to the Umo | eadership to determ ne the
strategi es to be achieved in the comi ng general el ection.
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