09 MAR 2004
Orchid-Siti Hasmah
MARDI NAMES ORCHI D HYBRI D AFTER DR SI TI HASMAH

KUALA LUVMPUR, March 9 (Bernana) -- Ml aysian Agricul tural Research and
Devel oprent I nstitute (Mardi) has nanmed a new orchid hybrid after forner
first lady Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Mohanmed Ali.

Mardi Director-General Saharan Anang said the nam ng of "Aranda Doct or
Siti Hasmah" orchid was to appreciate Dr Siti Hasmah's enor nous
contributions inthe field of floral research and devel opnent.

"The namng of the orchid reflects Mardi's sincere appreciation of
former prinme mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad who pl ayed an i nportant rol e
in the devel opnent of the institute".

Saharan said this at the function to hand over the hybrid orchid to Dr
Siti Hasmah in Serdang near here today.

He said it was custormary of Mardi to nane its orchid hybrids after the
country's dignitaries |ike "Dendobri umTuanku Naji hah" and " Mokara Tuanku
Siti Aishah".

Saharan said the Aranda Doctor Siti Hasmah orchid was a hybrid between
"Aranda Christine Al ba" and "Vanda Boon Mark Gol d".

"Thi s second generation of Aranda hybrid has a | arger cylinder-shaped
flower," he said.

Fl owers fromthis orchid speci es have a whitish-yellowtinge dotted
with purplish spots and can last up to two weeks if separated fromits
stem

Mardi seni or researcher Rozlaily Zainol took 10 years to devel op t he
Aranda hybrid, said Saharan.
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