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M TV CHANG NG THE WAY YOU LOOK AT TV - DATUK ROSMAN RI DZWAN

By: Syed Azwan

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 22 (Bernama) -- Changi ng The Way You Look AT TV,
basically this is what M TV Corporation Sdn Bhd (M TV), Ml aysia' s second
Pay- TV operator chanted across the nation and pronised to those who
anxi ously-await its com ng by end of this year.

VWhen M TV started to catch the attention and got well covered by the
mass nedia the past few nonths, it has suddenly becone the
nost - want -t o- know t hi ng anong Mal aysians particularly for 1.1 mllion
househol ds in the Klang Valley and 5.5 nillion househol ds nati onwi de.

It is because they already have Astro with 40 plus interesting channels
and yet, waiting for MTV s service to change the way they |ook at TV.

VWhat will exactly MTV bring to Ml aysi an vi ewers?

In an exclusive interview with Bernama on Friday (Aug 20), its Deputy
Chai rman and Chief Executive Oficer, Datuk Rosman Ri dzwan, who founded the
conpany at the end of 1998, said that at that tine M TV was operating from
Cyberjaya with the initial focus of studying broadband technol ogi es per se.

Further research and devel opnent has led M TV to homegrown technol ogy
called Internet Protocol over Utra H gh Frequency (1P-0-UHF), which
gradual |y grabbed the attention of businessnman Tan Sri Vincent Tan who was
with the then Prine Mnister, Tun Dr Mahathir Mhamad when Rosman and his
teamwere giving a presentation on the newy devel oped | P-o-UHF platformto
Dr Mahathir.

In Septenber 2001 Vincent Tan agreed to invest in MTV to realise the
commer ci al i zati on of the homegrown, |PTV-0-UHF platform which is the core
basis of the M TV system network and technol ogy.

M TV now operates fromits home station in the KL Pl aza.

"Qur focus is nore on content variety instead of what Astro already
has, this is our primary objective - bringing the difference to
subscribers,” he told Bernama at his office in KL Plaza, Bukit Bintang
here.

The channel variety, interactive service and the subscription fee,
which are expected to be |lower than Astro's, will be the basic strength of
M TV to gain the market.

Rosman said as pronised they had no problemin providing an initial 50
channel s to the subscri bers.

Everyt hi ng was progressing snoothly towards this end.

Based on industrial sources and the nedia there are 5.5 mllion TV
hones (househol ds) and out of that, 1.5 mllion are Astro subscribers and
there will be another four mllion households I|eft, who have not subscribed
to the Pay-TV service.

The remaining four mllion househol ds not subscribing to Astro will be
M TV s main market focus as a second player in Pay-TV business, while
Rosman stated that 200, 000 subscribers (Kl ang Valley) as its break-even
poi nt .

"Astro subscribers can have our service as an additional taste to their
i nformati on and entertai nnment need because we offer nore variety,"” he said.

It is learnt that with 50 plus channels and later to be increased to
about 100 channels, it will allow MTV to satisfy all Malaysian tastes
rangi ng fromentertai nment and i nformation to education, through bundle of
channel s for each of the major vernacul ar groups and spectrum of
i nternational properties.

The new and exciting channels from M TV coupled with Astro's existing



channel s woul d bring unparalleld choice to those who can afford both
services especially the urban conmunities.

Moving to the interactive service Rosman said sonme of the services such
as E-mail, instant nmessagi ng and account nmanagenment were bundl ed in as part
of the basic flat fee subscription

Subscribers will also enjoy another service called "Affordable
Transaction' which includes video-on-demand; nusic-on-denand,
ganes- on- demand; and E-| earni ng-on-demand for those with extra desire.

It nmeans a subscriber may choose to watch whatever item and whenever he
wants it. Rosnman said the service can be accessed by the end user by just
having the M TV Set-top-box, an Utra H gh Frequency (UHF) antenna and
t el evi si on.

"Set-top-box which is in essence a PC-in-a-box comes with the storage
capability through the I P packet enables the short-termdemand with the
networ k support... users only pay what they use based on transactions they
make, " he sai d.

Honegrown i nnovati ons and so-called G aphical User Interface (GJ) wll
further make it easier and add nore fun to the user experience while
wat ching M TV channel s.

According to Rosman with | PTV-0-UHF technology it will reduce the cost
of content delivery, which is why the subscription fee is expected to be
much | ower than Astro's.

It is cost-effective nanagenent -- |leasing the existing infrastructure
of service providers such as Celcomand Digi-- it speeds up the process and
| essens the expenditures, this of course will affect the quantum of the
subscription fee.

So far M TV had sealed a deal with Celcomby |leasing two sites, tower
facilities at Bukit Belinbing, Balakong and Damansara in the first phase
for an initial three years.

This will cover areas such Kajang, Senenyih, Cheras, Danmansara, Kepong
and Batu and the second phase of expansi on woul d include another 20 sites
within th next six nonths.

MTV is not a digital TV, in fact it utilizes the Digital Video
Broadcasting Terrestrial (DVBT) Standard to deliver the service through the
Internet Protocol (1P) packet.

It is also user-friendly and easy to set up with no conpl ex
installation, the service is plug-n-play in nature but the subscribers mnust
pay a certain anount of noney for the set-top-box (decoder).

"The decoder price is still under discussion, we will announce it in a
coupl e of months," he said.

It seens that subscribers will be enticed with M TV s guarantee that
they won't have any problemw th reception when it is raining due to its
DVBT and | PTV-0- UHF si gnal s.

Upon subscri bing, custoners will be provided with the conditiona
access card, a safe smart card with the essential ability to counter
hackers befor reaching the systens.

MTV will roll out by Decenber for the Klang Valley and is expected to
extend to the northern region in six nmonths and subsequently within 18
months, it will cover th entire country including Sabah and Sar awak.

Al in all, as the viewers certainly are waiting and hopi ng that
everything will be OK -- |ow subscription fee, quality presentation,
channel s variety and interactive services; e-l|earning-on-denand,
nmusi c- on- denand.

Last but not |east according to Rosman M TV plans to conduct the
paynment by Pre-Paid and they will announce the subcription fee rate soon

The final decision will be with us -- subscribe to MTV or Astro or
bot h?
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